
 

ONEIDA COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2008  

10:00 A.M. – COMMITTEE ROOM #2 
2ND FLOOR COURTHOUSE, RHINELANDER, WI  54501 

Chairman Robert Fries called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. in accordance 
with the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.   
 
Roll call of Board members present: Chairman Robert Fries “here”, Elmer 
Goetsch “here”, Richard Meehan “here”, Robert Rossi “here”, Harland Lee 
“here”, alternate Denny Thompson “here”, second alternate Don Werra “here”.   
 
Staff members present: 
Karl Jennrich, Planning and Zoning Director  
Kim Gauthier, Secretary  
 
Other County Staff present: 
Brian Desmond, Corporation Counsel 
 
Other individuals present:  Rita Sattler, William Sattler 
 
 
Approve the agenda 
 
Motion by Elmer Goetsch, second by Harland Lee to approve the agenda.  
With all members present voting "aye", the motion carried. 
 
Approve bills submitted to the Board of Adjustment for payment 
 
Discuss bills presented in the amount of $992 from Attorney Harrold (Exhibit #1) 
and $900 from Attorney Koopman (Exhibit #2). 
 
Motion by Harland Lee, second by Elmer Goetsch to approve the Koopman 
and Harrold bills as submitted.  With all members present voting “aye”, the 
motion carried. 
 
Old Business:  Discuss status of previous cases 
 
Chairman Fries asked if Karl Jennrich, Zoning Director had any information to 
report to the board. 
 

• Mr. Jennrich commented on the newspaper article regarding the Dunbar 
case.  Mr. Jennrich commented that he also understands the Sattler’s may 
have purchased the neighboring property and this is all he is aware of 
under the previous cases agenda topic. 
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Chairman Fries asked Corporation Counsel, Brian Desmond if he had any 
information to comment on. 
 

• Mr. Desmond asked if the board has heard when the decision will be 
issued regarding the Dunbar case.  Mr. Rossi commented that Attorney 
Koopman agreed to write a letter within thirty days.  Mr. Desmond 
commented that this decision may affect future conditional use permit 
appeals. 

 
Robert Rossi asked Mr. Desmond if he researched his tax status question 
regarding manufactured equipment property as described.   
 

• Mr. Desmond noted this is allowed in the proper zoning districts and he 
does not believe the tax status helps or hurts an individual in these 
districts.   

 
• Mr. Jennrich commented that manufacture mining is allowed in specific 

districts which include manufacturing and processing of this type of 
product. 

 
Current Business: Discussion/Decision regarding letter from the PZ Department 
regarding setback for appeal #07-009 William and Rita Sattler 
 
Mr. Goetsch asked for the status on the letter that was submitted to the board by 
Pete Wegner regarding the Sattler appeal. 
 
Mr. Jennrich indicated the department issued a letter to the board after being 
denied access to the property.  Mr. Jennrich indicated the issue may be mute if 
the Sattler’s did in fact purchase the property.  Mr. Jennrich noted Mr. and Mrs. 
Sattler are present today. 
 
Mr. Goetsch asked if the question in the letter needs to be answered, regarding 
setback as read. 
 
Mr. Jennrich commented that he agrees with the twenty-foot measurement, as 
the porch is in fact enclosed. 
 
Mr. Lee asked that the Sattler’s comment on the issue of the property purchase. 
 
Mr. Fries asked the department if there is documentation indicating the property 
was purchased. 
 
Mr. Jennrich indicated the department has not received anything in writing and 
asked that the Sattler’s be able to comment. 
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Rita Sattler present and asked to comment on the measuring procedures by the 
department.  Mrs. Sattler described how she disagrees with the department’s 
ability to access a person’s property and “manipulate” numbers for the purpose of 
averaging.  Mrs. Sattler also discussed her concerns with how the department 
handled issuing the permits, the ordinance language and department policies. 
 
Mr. Fries commented that the board has already made a determination on the 
appeal issue and these issues can no longer be discussed. 
 
Mrs. Sattler continued explaining her disagreement with how the permits were 
issued and lack of understanding of a principle development pattern and reduced 
setbacks. 
 
Mr. Goetsch commented that these issues need to be taken before the zoning 
committee as this board does not have control over policy and ordinance 
language. 
 
Mrs. Sattler continued to express her disgust with the procedures of the 
department.   
 
Mr. Lee explained the role of the board and suggested that Mrs. Sattler bring her 
concerns before the Planning and Zoning Committee. 
 
Mrs. Sattler commented that she purchased the property and continued to 
discuss her belief that this was an inconvenience to her and a great expense…. 
 
Mr. Lee interrupted and noted this is what the board needed to know, that the 
property was in fact purchased by the Sattler’s.   
 
Chairman Fries asked for documentation that the property was purchased. 
 
Mrs. Sattler commented that documentation can be obtained from Mr. Fletcher. 
 
Mr. Sattler asked to comment and spoke of his concern of the measurement 
decision by the board and how it may affect other cases in the future. 
 
Mr. Desmond commented that the Board of Adjustment does not have the 
authority to clarify a rule for all other cases.  Mr. Desmond explained that each 
case decision does not set precedence for other cases. 
 
Mr. Sattler indicated he understands and asked that the board protect the natural 
resources in Wisconsin and allow neighboring property owners to have a say in 
development. 
 
Mr. Lee commented that the board has been responsible in this respect and have 
already made recommendations to the zoning committee. 
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Mr. Goetsch asked that the county have an opportunity to comment. 
 
Mr. Jennrich indicated he has no comment. 
 
Mr. Goetsch commented that no action will be taken on the letter submitted and 
recommend formal notification of the purchased property be obtained. 
 
Mr. Desmond commented that if a letter is not received, a deed will be filed at 
some time indicating the Fletcher property was purchased by the Sattler’s and 
therefore, Mr. Fletcher no longer needs a permit. 
 
Mr. Goetsch recommends the board submit a letter to the department requesting 
documentation. 
 
Motion by Elmer Goetsch, second by Harland Lee to have the BOA 
Secretary write a letter in response to the Assistant Zoning Director stating, 
“as a result of this meeting the board concludes the matter is mute and no 
further action is necessary”.  Richard Meehan “aye”, Elmer Goetsch “aye”, 
Robert Rossi “aye”, Robert Fries “aye”, Harland Lee “aye”.   
 
Current Business: Consider current and pending appeals to BOA 
 
Discussion on appeal number 07-011, Wilderness Waters and Woods Preserve.  
Mr. Desmond noted he has a two day jury trial the date this appeal was 
scheduled (January 29th) and request it be rescheduled as the department has 
requested his representation. 
 
Board discussion to move the appeal to February 12, 2008 and also request 
legal representation for the board.  
 
Motion by Elmer Goetsch, second by Harland Lee to request permission to 
hire independent legal counsel for appeal #07-011 and schedule the 
hearing for February 12, 2008.  With all members present voting “aye”, the 
motion carried. 
 
Mr. Goetsch agreed to request Attorney Harrold first and if not able to represent 
the board, will ask Attorney Koopman. 
 
Current Business:  Discuss current appeals to Circuit Court 
 
As previously discussed. 
 
Current Business: Review and revise meeting schedule 
 
Board agreed to remove January 29, 2008 from the meeting schedule.   
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Current Business: Discuss status of NR115 revision 
 
Mr. Jennrich commented that the department will meet with the DNR this week to 
test the mitigation matrix. 
 
Adjourn 
 
10:38 a.m. – Chairman Fries adjourned.  
  
 
 
__________________________  ___________________________ 
 
Chairman Robert Fries                       Secretary Elmer Goetsch 


