
 

 

ONEIDA COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2008  

8:00 A.M. – COMMITTEE ROOM #2 
2ND FLOOR COURTHOUSE, RHINELANDER, WI  54501 

Chairman Robert Fries called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m. in accordance 
with the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.   
 
Roll call of Board members present: Chairman Robert Fries “here”, Elmer 
Goetsch “here”, Robert Rossi “here”, Harland Lee “here”, first alternate Denny 
Thompson “here”, second alternate Don Werra “here”.  Richard Meehan absent. 
 
Attorney Ralph Koopman present, representing the Board of Adjustment. 
 
Staff members present: 
Karl Jennrich, Planning and Zoning Director  
Kim Gauthier, Secretary  
 
Other County Staff present: (none) 
 
Other individuals present:  (none) 
 
 
Approve the agenda 
 
Motion by Harland Lee, second by Robert Rossi to approve the agenda and 
change the public hearing meeting place to the County Board Room.  With 
all members present voting "aye", the motion carried. 
 
Approve minutes of previous meetings and hearings.  
 
Motion by Robert Rossi, second by Elmer Goetsch to approve the regular 
and public hearing meeting minutes of October 23, 2007.  With all members 
present voting “aye”, the motion carried. 
 
Motion by Elmer Goetsch, second by Harland Lee to approve the regular 
and public hearing meeting minutes of December 11, 2007, as printed.  With 
all members present voting “aye”, the motion carried. 
 
Motion by Elmer Goetsch, second by Denny Thompson to approve the 
regular meeting minutes of January 8, 2008, as printed.  With all members 
present voting “aye”, the motion carried. 
 
Old Business:  Discuss status of previous cases 
 
Mr. Rossi asked about the status on the Bourne case.   
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Karl Jennrich, Zoning Director commented that the county will not appeal the 
decision made by the Board of Adjustment.  
 
Ralph Koopman commented that the Judges decision is pending on the Dunbar 
hearing.  Mr. Koopman commented on his concern for the amount of time that 
has lapsed since the hearing and noted that he will advise the board as soon as 
the Judge makes a ruling.  Mr. Koopman also discussed the need for the Board 
of Adjustment to write very clear methodology in their decision making process. 
 
Mr. Lee asked about the status of the Sattler case.   
 
Mr. Jennrich commented that the department is not aware of an appeal to circuit 
court and noted Mr. Fletcher is requesting money back from his permit 
application fees, since he did not build. 
 
Current Business: Consider current and pending appeals to BOA 
 
Mr. Jennrich commented there is a possible appeal in the town of Woodboro 
regarding water and road setbacks.  Mr. Jennrich noted Pete Wegner, Assistant 
Director will be meeting with the town board tonight to discuss any concerns they 
may have. 
 
Mr. Goetsch commented that he will need an extension to file the decision on 
appeal #07-011. 
 
Current Business:  Discuss current appeals to Circuit Court 
 
As previously discussed.  
 
Current Business: Review and revise meeting schedule 
 
Discuss need to move the November 11, 2008 scheduled meeting to November 
18, 2008 due to the Veteran’s Day holiday. 
 
Motion by Elmer Goetsch, second by Denny Thompson to change the 
November 11, 2008 meeting to November 18, 2008.  With all members 
present voting “aye”, the motion carried. 
 
Current Business: Discuss status of NR115 revision 
 
Mr. Jennrich discussed the department involvement with the Department of 
Natural Resources mitigation matrix.  Mr. Jennrich noted possible problems with 
the matrix include those towns with lake and/or islands and the affect of 
impervious surface.  Mr. Jennrich noted the proposed draft language will go 
before the Natural Resources Board in March or April , at which time the 
department will know more of what is proposed.  Mr. Jennrich commented he 
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believes in protecting bodies of water, however, the proposal will cause a great 
burden to county staff and the public. 
 
Adjourn 
 
8:42 a.m. – Chairman Fries adjourned the meeting for the scheduled onsite 
inspection of appeal #07-011, Wilderness Waters and Woods Preserve, Inc. in 
the town of Hazelhurst.  
  
 
 
__________________________  ___________________________ 
 
Chairman Robert Fries                       Secretary Elmer Goetsch 


