
 

ONEIDA COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2008  

8:00 A.M. – COMMITTEE ROOM #2 
2ND FLOOR COURTHOUSE, RHINELANDER, WI  54501 

Chairman Robert Fries called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. in accordance 
with the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.   
 
Roll call of Board members present: Chairman Robert Fries “here”, Elmer 
Goetsch “here”, Robert Rossi “here”, Harland Lee “here”, Richard Meehan 
“here”. 
 
Staff members present: 
Karl Jennrich, Zoning Director  
Pete Wegner, Assistant Zoning Director 
Kim Gauthier, Secretary  
 
Other County Staff present:  Brian Desmond, Corporation Counsel; Mike Fugle, 
Assistant Corporation Counsel 
 
Other individuals present:   Tom Blake, WI DNR 
 
 
Approve the agenda 
 
Motion by Elmer Goetsch, second by Richard Meehan to approve the 
amended agenda as printed.  With all members present voting "aye", the 
motion carried. 
 
Approve minutes of previous meetings and hearings.  
 
Motion by Elmer Goetsch, second by Harland Lee to approve the meeting 
minutes of April 29, 2008, as printed.  With all members present voting 
“aye”, the motion carried.  
 
Old Business:  Discuss status of previous cases 
 
(No discussion on this topic) 
 
Current Business: Consider current and pending appeals to BOA 
 
Pete Wegner, Assistant Zoning Director indicated there are two possible appeals 
that may come into the department, however, denial letters have not been issued 
yet.  
 
Current Business:  Discuss current appeals to Circuit Court 
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Brian Desmond, Corporation Counsel indicated the Ernstmeyer case (Wilderness 
Waters and Woods Preserve) is the only case at the circuit court level; however a 
date has not been set for the hearing.  Mr. Desmond noted he will check with the 
Judge today about scheduling a date.  
 
Current Business: Review and revise meeting schedule 
 
Next meeting: May 27, 2008 at 1:00 p.m. 
   June 10, 2008 
   June 24, 2008 
 
Current Business: Discuss status of NR115 revision 
 
Mr. Jennrich noted the proposal has not been abandoned as Mr. Goetsch once 
believed.  Mr. Goetsch commented that the proposal remains in the legislature’s 
hand. 
 
Discuss/Consider: Mr. Koopman’s letter of May 7, 2008 regarding 1970 BOA 
Variance (Rush/Colombo) 
 
Mr. Desmond indicated he has reviewed the 1970 appeal file, however at that 
time the board met in closed session and the minutes only indicate the decision 
and not the basis for the decision.  Mr. Desmond noted Attorney Koopman’s 
position is that the department should have enforced their restriction in 1997, but 
because this did not happen the department no longer has the ability to enforce 
this matter.  Mr. Desmond noted his department has not researched this issue, 
pending direction from the board of adjustment.  
 
Mr. Goetsch commented it is his understanding the board can not legally re-open 
a case unless there is procedural error.  Mr. Desmond read the rules of 
procedure, noting he would research this further. 
 
Mr. Desmond noted it is unclear what the property owner is requesting at this 
time and he and the department may need to do further research.  Discussion on 
the possible need for a closed session meeting. 
 
Motion by Elmer Goetsch, second by Richard Meehan that the matter of the 
Koopman letter be added to the May 27, 2008 meeting with a possible 
closed session due to potential litigation.  The meeting will be scheduled 
for 1:00 p.m.   With all members present voting “aye”, the motion carried. 
 
Discussion on who’s responsible for filing restrictions.  Mr. Desmond noted he 
can ask other counties how this is handled through a list serve. 
 
Bob Fries referred to a memo the board received regarding changes to Chapter 
17, noting under Chapter 17.03(6)(c), the majority ruling should read “three 
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members”.  Mr. Desmond agreed.  Mr. Jennrich indicated the change will be 
made. 
 
Tom Blake, Wisconsin DNR, arrived and discussed NR115 with the board. 
 
Adjourn 
 
8:40 a.m. – Chairman Fries adjourned the meeting for the scheduled onsite 
inspection of appeal #08-003, Marie S. Goldbach Life Trust, Town of Minocqua.    
 
 
  
__________________________  ___________________________ 
 
Chairman Robert Fries                       Secretary Elmer Goetsch 


