
 

 

ONEIDA COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2009  

8:00 A.M. – COMMITTEE ROOM #2, SECOND FLOOR, ONEIDA COUNTY    
COURTHOUSE, RHINELANDER, WI  54501 

Chair, Robert Fries called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m. in accordance with 
the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.   
 
Roll call of Board members present: Elmer Goetsch “here”, Robert Fries “here”, 
Richard Meehan “here”, Robert Rossi “here”, Harland Lee “here”, Alternate John 
Bloom “here”.  Absent: Alternate Don Werra.  
 
Staff members present: 
Karl Jennrich, Zoning Director 
Kim Gauthier, Secretary  
 
Other County Staff present:   Brian Desmond, Corporation Counsel 
 
Other individuals present:    Larry Heath, Dale Jalinski 
 
Approve the agenda 
 
Motion by Harland Lee, second by Elmer Goetsch to approve the amended 
agenda as printed.  With all members present voting "aye", the motion 
carried. 
 
The Board decided to take agenda item 6. (D), while legal counsel is present.  
 
Current Business: Discuss/Act on conflict of interest waiver for Corporation 
Counsel  
 
Brian Desmond, Corporation Counsel indicated he represented the Board on the 
Wilderness Waters and Woods case, however, the circuit court decision wan 
not clear enough and the Judge is remanding it back to the Board.  Therefore, 
because Mr. Desmond represents the Planning and Zoning Department he is 
asking for a waiver for conflict of interest in this case, as his interest may be 
divergent now that the ruling has come through.  Mr. Desmond noted concern 
may be raised, however, Mr. Ernstmeyer has indicated he has no concerns.   
 
Motion by Elmer Goetsch, second by Harland Lee there is no objection to 
Brian Desmond representing the Planning and Zoning Committee on the 
Wilderness Waters and Woods Preserve case.  The board authorizes the 
chair to sign the written waiver presented by Mr. Desmond.  Richard 
Meehan “aye”, Robert Rossi “aye”, Elmer Goetsch “aye”, Harland Lee 
“aye”, Robert Fries “aye”, John Bloom “aye”.  The motion carried.  
 
Current Business: Discuss current appeals to Circuit Court 
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• Wilderness Waters and Woods Preserve:  The board decided to 

schedule the remand hearing for July 14, 2009.  Mr. Goetsch noted the 
question of presenting new evidence must be discussed by this board.  

 
Motion by Elmer Goetsch, second by Harland Lee to schedule a remand 
hearing of Wilderness Waters on July 14, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. without prior 
on-site inspections.  Richard Meehan “aye”, Robert Rossi “aye”, Elmer 
Goetsch “aye”, Robert Fries “aye”, Harland Lee “aye”, John Bloom “aye”.  
The motion carried.    
 
Larry Heath asked that the Board decide prior to the July meeting if further 
testimony will be taken.  Mr. Heath commented that testimony was already taken 
and the burden of proof lies on the applicant.  Mr. Heath commented that the 
position of the Bear Lake District is that there is no need for further testimony.  
 
Current Business: Review and revise meeting schedule 
 
Board discussed adding a meeting date in June to discuss if further testimony 
(Wilderness Waters & Woods) will be taken.  The Board decided to add a June 
23, 2009 meeting at 10:00 a.m. to only discuss if further testimony will be taken.  
The Board will then proceed with the remand hearing on July 14, 2009 at 10:00 
a.m.  
 
Motion by Elmer Goetsch, second by Robert Rossi to revise the meeting 
schedule to add June 23, 2009, 10:00 a.m. to hold an open hearing and 
question if further testimony (Wilderness Waters case) will be taken and 
schedule a July 14, 2009, 10:00 a.m. hearing as required.   Richard Meehan 
“aye”, Robert Rossi “aye”, Elmer Goetsch “aye”, Robert Fries “aye”, 
Harland Lee “aye”, John Bloom “aye”.  The motion carried.    
 
Mr. Heath asked that the Board make a decision now if arguments will be taken 
from counsel.  Mr. Goetsch and Mr. Fries both agree that counsel should be 
present at the meetings scheduled.   Mr. Heath asked to be advised of any 
notices in the future.   Mr. Desmond commented that the Board may want to look 
into legal endorsement through the county insurance company.  Mr. Goetsch will 
research this further.  
 
June 9, 2009  Business meeting at 8:00 a.m., public hearing at 1:00 p.m.  
   regarding Hennessey appeal. 
 
June 23, 2009 Business meeting at 8:30 a.m., public hearing at 10:00 a.m.  
   regarding Wilderness Waters & Woods Preserve. 
 
July 14, 2009  Business meeting at 8:30 a.m., public hearing at 10:00 a.m.  
   regarding remand of Wilderness Water & Woods Preserve.  
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Karl Jennrich commented that he will be attending the NR115 meeting on May 
27, 2009 in Baraboo.  
 
Approve minutes of previous meetings and hearings as available  
 
Motion by Robert Rossi, second by Richard Meehan to approve the 8:30 
a.m., meeting minutes of April 14, 2009 as printed.  With all members 
present voting “aye”, the motion carried.  
 
Motion by Richard Meehan, second by Robert Rossi to approve the 1:00 
p.m. meeting minutes of April 14, 2009 as printed.  With all members 
present voting “aye”, the motion carried.  
 
Old Business:  Discuss status of previous cases 
 
No other comments by the Board.  
 
Current Business:  Consider current and pending appeals to BOA. 
 
Wal-Mart sign appeal in Minocqua:  Mr. Jennrich indicated the Board will be 
hearing the Wal-Mart appeal today and there may be an additional appeal from 
Trigs in Minocqua with similar reasons.  
 
Mr. Lee asked if the Zoning Committee is considering changing the ordinance.  
Mr. Jennrich indicated the Zoning Committee advised the department to revise 
the sign ordinance specifically for sandwich boards and banners in Three Lakes 
and Minocqua and possibly change the size formula for “big box” stores.   
 
Mr. Goetsch asked if that makes the Wal-Mart appeal a mute point.  Mr. Jennrich 
indicated that the appeal is not mute, as the ordinance stands as it is today and 
there is no guarantee that the language will go through as presented.  
 
Hennessey appeal is scheduled for June 9, 2009. 
 
Gaber appeal is still pending.  Mr. Jennrich noted he will be meeting with legal 
counsel on this case.  
 
Recess 
 
8:45 a.m. – The Board recessed to travel together to the on-site inspection of 
appeal #09-003, Wal-Mart in the Town of Minocqua.   
 
 
__________________________  ___________________________ 
Chair, Robert Fries                        Secretary, Elmer Goetsch 


