
ONEIDA COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, May 24, 2011

1:00 P.M. – Committee Room #2, Second Floor
ONEIDA COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RHINELANDER, WI 54501

Chairman Harland Lee called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. in accordance with the
Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.

Roll call of Board members present: Robert Rossi “here”, Elmer Goetsch, “here”,
Harland Lee, “here”, Robert Fries, “here”, John Bloom “here”, Alternate Phil Albert
“here”.

Staff members present: Peter S. Wegner, Assistant Zoning Director; Lila Dumar,
Secretary III.

Other individuals present: Deb Spurgeon, appellant.

Chairman Harland Lee stated that the meeting will be held in accordance with
Wisconsin open meeting law and will be tape-recorded and sworn testimony will be
transcribed. It is the practice of this board that the door of the board room must stay
open and if anyone has difficulty hearing they may move closer to the front. Anyone
wishing to testify must identify themselves by name, address and interest in the
appeal and shall be placed under oath. The Board of Adjustment asks that only one
person speak at a time because of the difficulty in transcribing when several people
are talking at once. The Board of Adjustment is made up of five regular members and
two alternates who will take part in the hearing until the public hearing is closed, at
which time alternates will not take part in the deliberation.

Chairman Harland Lee swore in the appellant, Deb Spurgeon; and Peter S. Wegner,
Assistant Zoning Director.

Secretary Elmer Goetsch read the notice of public hearing for appeal #11-001 of
George Spurgeon. Mr. Goetsch stated that the notice of public hearing was published
in the Northwoods River News in the weekend edition of May 7-8, 2011 and May 14-
15, 2011. The notice was posted on the Oneida County Courthouse bulletin board on
April 14, 2011. Mr. Goetsch read the certified and first class mailing distribution list
into the record.

Mr. Goetsch stated that an onsite inspection was conducted on this date at
approximately 10:00 a.m. today. Persons present were Board of Adjustment members
Harland Lee, Elmer Goetsch, Bob Rossi, Bob Fries, John Bloom and Alternate Phil
Albert; Diane Koshuta, Oneida County Zoning Technician; and Deb Spurgeon,
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agent/spouse of George Spurgeon. For the record, no members of public were
present. All of the property boundaries were properly marked for purposes of this
appeal. The highway/road and right of way were adequately marked. The proposed
construction was also marked and staked out. The property is rectangular and flat
situated between the OHWM and Highway 45. There is an existing home with no
basement and a detached garage located on the property, as well as a brick fire pit and
a slab from the removal of a shed. There are also concrete and block walkways
located on the property.

Chairman Harland Lee stated that the Board will hear testimony from the
appellant/agent first and then the opposition. Following that, the appellant and
opposition will have an opportunity for rebuttal and then closing statements. The
public hearing will then be closed from further testimony. Consideration and
additional questions can be asked by the Board members of the appellant or the
opposition during deliberations. You may stay for the disposition of the appeal. Upon
conclusion of the deliberation of the Board, the Chair will call for a motion and a
second, and a roll call vote will be taken for the decision of the Board.

Deb Spurgeon stated that what they want most is to eliminate the water problems
caused by the old foundation which is deteriorating and causing water damage to the
cabin. The appellants submitted a zoning permit application to remove the existing
cabin completely and replace it with a two story structure on sound footings. A
basement is out due to the location of the cabin to Pelican Lake. The zoning permit
was denied because the zoning ordinance requires that the detached garage must be
removed as part of mitigation. Ms. Spurgeon indicated that there is nowhere on the
property to move the garage to, so they need to keep it where it is. Otherwise, they
could not have a garage on the property. Ms. Spurgeon indicated that they need a
garage and that is why they filed the appeal.

Peter S. Wegner, Assistant Zoning Director, stated that the Spurgeon’s have submitted
a zoning permit to raze and rebuild with a second story, which was denied. Mr.
Wegner explained that the mitigation requirements require the removal of the garage
because it is located less than 35 feet from the OHWM of Pelican Lake. Mr. Wegner
agreed that there is nowhere else to relocate the garage on the property. Mr.
Wegner added that mitigation also requires the removal of the fire pit, the slab from
the shed that was removed previously and sidewalks. Mr. Wegner stated that if the
Board of Adjustment approved the appeal, the County would recommend that the
vertical expansion is not permitted.

For the record, there was no one present from the public present to speak for or
against the appeal.

1:23 pm - Harland Lee, Chairman, closed the public hearing.
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The Board deliberated Appeal #11-001 of George Spurgeon.

Motion by Harland Lee, second by John Bloom, to approve appeal #11-001 of George
Spurgeon to allow the existing garage to remain in place when the home is replaced
provided that all other accessory structures not permitted within the buffer zone are
removed, the required plantings are completed and all other mitigation
requirements of the ordinance are met. On roll call vote: Robert Rossi: “aye”,
Robert Fries: “nay”, Harland Lee: “aye”, Elmer Goetsch: “nay”, John Bloom: “aye.”
The motion carried with a majority of vote of 3:2.

1:48 pm – The pubic hearing was adjourned.

_______________________________ _________________________________
Harland Lee, Chairman Elmer Goetsch, Secretary


