
 

 

ONEIDA COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2009  

10:00 AM – COMMITTEE ROOM #2, SECOND FLOOR, ONEIDA COUNTY    
COURTHOUSE, RHINELANDER, WI  54501  

Chairman Robert Rossi called the meeting to order at 10::00 a.m. in accordance 
with the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.   
 
Robert Fries “here”, Robert Rossi “here”, Harland Lee “here”, Alternate John 
Bloom “here”, Elmer Goetsch, “here”, Richard Meehan “here” and Don Werra 
“here.” 
 
Staff members present: 
Steven R. Osterman, Planning Manager 
Lila Dumar, Secretary  
 
Other County Staff present:   Brian Desmond, Corporation Counsel  
 
Other individuals present:     Dale Jalinski, Bear Lake District, Louise Church, 
Tom Church, Herb Weber, Ralph Koopman, (Counsel for the Board). 
 
Approve the agenda 
 
Motion by Elmer Goetsch, second by Harland Lee, to approve the agenda 
as presented.  With all members voting “aye”, the motion carried. 
 
Approve minutes of previous meetings and hearings as available. 
 
There are no meeting minutes available.  
 
Old Business: Discuss status of previous cases. 
 
Steven Osterman, Planning Manager stated that there are no new appeals at this 
time.   
 
Current Business: Discuss current appeals to Circuit Court 
 
Review/approve written decision on Appeal 07-011 (08 CV 116) Wilderness 
Woods and Waters Preserve, LLC.  
 
Chairman Rossi stated for the record that a phone call was received from Nancy 
Nelson, paralegal for Attorney John Shannon requesting that Mr. Shannon attend 
the meeting telephonically.   Mr. Rossi stated that the Board’s response was that                      
this is not a public hearing, it is a meeting. Mr. Shannon could attend the 
meeting, but there would be no attendance by telephone.  
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Mr. Goetsch stated that the 4th draft of the written decision incorporated suggestions 
from Mr. Koopman and subsequent to that Mr. Werra made further suggestions 
regarding the terminology “use of resort condominium conversion” as follows: 
 

1. First sentence in para. 6 should have the word “property” following the 
word “resort.” 

2. Second sentence in para. 19 should not have the word “resort” just ahead 
of “condominium conversion as allowed by…” 

3. Last sentence in para. 24 should not have the word “resort” just ahead of 
“condominium conversion…” 

 
Mr. Koopman stated that the Finding of Facts/Conclusions of Law represents the 
Board’s decision at the hearing and is consistent with the directive from Judge 
Mangerson.  
 
Mr. Koopman stated that he would “expect an appeal based on the comments 
made by the appellant’s counsel throughout these proceedings.   That is why it is 
important the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law be very precise and 
responsive to the remand from Judge Mangerson with respect to whether or not 
you wanted to re-open the record and what specific 12-month period had there 
been a discontinuance of the business.   The Board has identified the calendar 
year of 2006 and focused on the evidence that was presented. 
 
Motion by Harland Lee, second by Robert Fries, to approve the 4th Draft of 
the decision as amended today.   On roll call vote:  Robert Rossi “aye”, 
Elmer Goetsch “aye”, Robert Fries “aye”, Harland Lee “aye”, Richard 
Meehan “aye”, Don Werra “aye” , John Bloom “aye”.  The motion carried.  
 
Mr. Koopman suggested that the Board adopt a policy with respect to 
participation by telephone.  There was discussion held on the issue.  This will be 
placed on the next meeting agenda for further consideration. 
 
Review and revise meeting schedule. 
 
Meeting dates are as follows: 
  
August 11, 2009   
September 8, 2009  
 
 
10:17 a.m.   The Board adjourned.   
 
______________________________ _______________________________ 
Robert Rossi, Chairman                 Elmer Goetsch, Secretary  


