ONEIDA COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT - PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, August 9, 2011
1:00 P.M. — Committee Room #1, Second Floor
ONEIDA COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RHINELANDER, WI 54501

Chairman Harland Lee called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. in accordance with the
Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.

Roll call of Board members present: Robert Rossi “here”, Elmer Goetsch, “here”,
Harland Lee, “here”, Robert Fries, “here”, John Bloom “here”, Alternate Phil Albert
“here”, Alternate Guy Hansen, “here.”

Staff members present: Karl Jennrich, Zoning Director; Lila Dumar, Secretary lIl.

Other individuals present:  Greg Gottwald, appellant
Linda Palasz

Chairman Harland Lee stated that the meeting will be held in accordance with
Wisconsin open meeting law and will be tape-recorded and sworn testimony will be
transcribed. It is the practice of this board that the door of the board room must stay
open and if anyone has difficulty hearing they may move closer to the front. Anyone
wishing to testify must identify themselves by name, address and interest in the
appeal and shall be placed under oath. The Board of Adjustment asks that only one
person speak at a time because of the difficulty in transcribing when several people
are talking at once. The Board of Adjustment is made up of five regular members and
two alternates who will take part in the hearing until the public hearing is closed, at
which time alternates will not take part in the deliberation.

Chairman Harland Lee swore in the appellant, Greg Gottwald and Karl Jennrich, Zoning
Director.

Secretary Elmer Goetsch read the notice of public hearing for appeal #11-003 of Greg
Gottwald. Mr. Goetsch stated that the notice of public hearing was published in the
Northwoods River News in the weekend edition of July 23-24 & July 30-31, 2011. The
notice was posted on the Oneida County Courthouse bulletin board on July 15, 2011.
Mr. Goetsch read the certified and first class mailing distribution list into the record.

Mr. Goetsch stated that an onsite inspection was conducted on this date at
approximately 10:00 a.m. today. Persons present were Board of Adjustment members
Harland Lee, ElImer Goetsch, Bob Rossi, Bob Fries, John Bloom, Alternate Phil Albert,
Alternate Guy Hansen; Karl Jennrich, Zoning Director; and Greg Gottwald, appellant.
For the record, no members of public were present. All of the property boundaries
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were properly marked for purposes of this appeal. The highway/road and right of way
were adequately marked. The proposed construction was also marked and staked out.
The lot is a long narrow peninsula and is approximately 80 feet wide at its widest. Itis
generally flat. There is a 2-story existing dwelling with a basement located near the
center of the lot and about 30 feet from the OHWM. There is an old shed on the
property, but there is no garage. Measurements were taken for the proposed garage,
to be as close as 17 feet from the OHWM on one side.

Correspondence in file: Letter dated August 9, 2011, from Thomas Blake, Shoreland
Zoning Specialist, WDNR. The letter states from the WDNR’s prospective, that it is
possible to find justification for a variance in this case.

Chairman Harland Lee stated that the Board will hear testimony from the
appellant/agent first and then the opposition. Following that, the appellant and
opposition will have an opportunity for rebuttal and then closing statements. The
public hearing will then be closed from further testimony. Consideration and
additional questions can be asked by the Board members of the appellant or the
opposition during deliberations. You may stay for the disposition of the appeal. Upon
conclusion of the deliberation of the Board, the Chair will call for a motion and a
second, and a roll call vote will be taken for the decision of the Board.

Greg Gottwald came forward and identified himself. Greg Gottwald began his
testimony.

Greg Gottwald: | intend to reside on the property and conduct a business out of
there. | want to be there permanently. | would like to be there prior to winter or as
late as spring. It would be real difficult for me not to have a garage. | am an electrician
contractor and | need a place to put my supplies, tools, etc. which is the biggest
hardship for me. Not the storage of a boat or anything like that. It's just something to
conduct my business out of. Looked at the place for a long time and....it needs a face
lift as far as I’'m concerned and | think that would be a good thing. | got a lot of good
feedback from the people that | have met on the lake. And they were pretty
enthusiastic about me doing something with it.

Elmer Goetsch: Would you explain what you want to do?

Greg Gottwald: Construct a garage. It was originally 32’ X 28’. After | did more
looking into it | thought it would be better to down size it and stay a little farther from
the water if | could. | thought it worked out the best. It is what | came up with. | had
some paperwork from the original owner and he had those measurements on an
application that he never went forward with. So that’s where | came up with those
original numbers.
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Harland Lee: Is this a complete tear down, or do you intend to use any part of the
existing garage.

Greg Gottwald: There is really nothing there to....this is a complete tear down.
Elmer Goetsch: You have one other...

Greg Gottwald: Yes. 16’ X 16" sunroom on the west side of the house. Is something
else I'm looking to do. It's because of the way the building is now. | had a few
contractor’s look at it with me and it would be hard to re-do the existing structure
without a great cost, so this is how | came up with...doing the sunroom off that side
there; versus re-doing the whole floor plan of the building.

Elmer Goetsch: We need justification of why you need a variance.

Greg Gottwald: The way the building is constructed, it would be real difficult for me to
do anything with it.

Elmer Goetsch: What is it that you would want to do with it? What do you need that
makes it necessary for the sunroom?

Harland Lee: You explained why you think a garage is necessary. Because of the
winter and because of your business and those kinds of things. What similar
justification would you have for a sunroom? |s that essential for living in the house?

Greg Gottwald: Is it 100% essential? | would say no. But the fact that | am going to
reside there and retire there, | would hope that | would be able to do something like
that that would make it more livable as far as what | have now. With the distance |
have to do anything, | can’t do anything that | can see with the depth or anything that
is existing. That’s why | had the idea of doing the addition and my intentions were to
open up the room that is there now. But as far as being something that | have to have,
| don’t think | have to have it. It would be a lot....I guess getting up in age as far as
doing stairs and that would be another thing for me. Not having to go up on the 2"
floor.

Elmer Goetsch: What is it that you need more of? Sunlight into the house?
Greg Gottwald: Yes. With the window situation there and the way it is constructed
now, yes, | was looking to get something with a lot more natural light. A room that

would be a lot of windows and have some natural light.

Elmer Goetsch: You can’t use the existing structure reasonably?
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Greg Gottwald: Cost effectively, that was my biggest draw back on that. Again, is it
100% essential that | need it, like the garage? No. It’s not. When | talked to Pete
originally on this, he said that if you are going to go through the variance process, you
may want to do both. And | explained to him what | wanted to do. That’s why | moved
forward with it. I'm not a contractor...as far as construction and that. I'm not
experienced in this process.

Elmer Goetsch: This is essentially three stories because you’ve got a walkout in the
basement level and that’s livable basement area.

Greg Gottwald: It's not right now. The door that is there is more for....you didn’t go
through....there’s no basement stairs inside. It’s got one of these small spiral staircases
that go down, so the only way in is through that. We have a basement entrance. It's
for mechanicals, water softener, electrical service and furnace. It’s storage.

Harland Lee: It’s not a rec room or something like that?

Greg Gottwald: No.

Guy Hansen: Is it dry?

Greg Gottwald: Yes. It’s fairly dry. There’s a little bit of water, but not much. It’s
fairly dry. It’s just storage right now.

Elmer Goetsch: When was that house built? Is it the original?

Greg Gottwald: From talking to the neighbor, it’s kind of been an on-going thing since
the 1970’s.

Elmer Goetsch: At the time the lot was subdivided then, because the date recorded
here is 1971.

Greg Gottwald: Yes. 1971 is the date he purchased that from her relative. It was
explained to me that it was a hunting/fishing storage building.

Elmer Goetsch: But that particular home, when was that....

Greg Gottwald: Again, | was explained to, it was a process of..he razed what was
there and put the basement in, he did different things from 1971 to early 1980’s.

Elmer Goetsch: To your knowledge, has there been any remodeling more recently?

Greg Gottwald: No.



Board of Adjustment Public Hearing August 9, 2011
Page 5 of 9

Phil Albert:  You said that you purchased this in January 2011. Prior to purchasing
did you check in terms of the zoning or what you could do with the property in terms
of what you now plan to do?

Greg Gottwald: | did.

Phil Albert: And you knew basically up front that it would difficult to add additions or
other structures?

Greg Gottwald: Yes. In talking to Pete. He explained the process to me.

Phil Albert: You also stated that your intent is to operate a home business. As |
understand it is...single family residential. Is there a conditional use permit or such to
run a home business?

Karl Jennrich: Well, under Section 9.43 Home Occupations, it could be difficult to have
a business out of there because it states that the home occupation will be conducted
within the enclosed area of the dwelling area or attached or detached garage. He may
be able to conduct a home occupation, but he would have to go through the home

occupation permit process.

Phil Albert: I'm wondering if you considered that as far as justification for the garage,
that there may be another glitch that you will have to overcome....

Greg Gottwald: | don’t know what exactly describes legally running a business. |
don’t intend to put signs up. I'll park my vehicles with some supplies and tools, kind of
like what | do now. | understand what you are saying.

Phil Albert: Do your neighbors understand that?

Greg Gottwald: Yes. My direct neighbor. Betty.

Phil Albert:  How about the one at the end on the left. Very nice beautiful home.

Greg Gottwald: No | did not.

Phil Albert:  That’s the kind of people that are going to object if they see a business
operating in a residential area.

Greg Gottwald: Right. And | understand. | guess what constitutes running a business?
| mean, versus if | worked for a contractor and | park my work vehicle there. Is that...?
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Karl Jennrich: Noit’s not. If you were storing materials and getting deliveries.
Greg Gottwald: I’'m a one-person operation.

Harland Lee: You would be getting phone calls there from prospective customers, but
not people driving in.

Greg Gottwald: Right. If | get a phone call, | am going to go visit the site where
someone wants me to give them an estimate. It's not selling something or people
visiting the house all the time. Which is how | operate now in South Milwaukee. I'm a
one-man operation.

Elmer Goetsch: The garage you are asking is for is basically a two-stall, fairly sizeable,
but a two-stall.

Greg Gottwald: Yes.

Elmer Goetsch: Which would not be abnormal in the residential district whether you
were an electrician or not.

Greg Gottwald: Right. | talked to Pete about that. | explained what | was looking to
do and he referred to something like a boathouse, which | didn’t understand.

Elmer Goetsch: You could have a boathouse.
Greg Gottwald: Refer to it as a boathouse, because of the uniqueness of the property.

Elmer Goetsch: The only thing is you can’t put anything in the boathouse except
boating equipment, materials and boats.

Greg Gottwald: That’s not my intention.

John Bloom: What is the height of the garage you intend to build?

Greg Gottwald: 16.

Robert Fries: It's not going to be two stories though?

Greg Gottwald: No. Justastandard trussed garage.

Robert Fries: Is there any way that you could remove the northwest corner of that

garage to the southwest more? | know that would take up some of your driveway,
but at least it would mitigate somewhat.
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Greg Gottwald: Yes...I'm looking for any suggestions.
Phil Albert: Why wouldn’t you attach it to the house?

Greg Gottwald: The well is right there. Believe me that would be a nice thing to do.
Maybe a single.

Robert Fries: The northwest corner is so close to the water. You could move it to the
south a little bit.

Greg Gottwald: | wouldn’t object to that.
Elmer Goetsch: Maybe move the other side a little too.

Greg Gottwald: Kind of in the middle. What do we have for a distance on the other
side? 33?

Guy Hansen: None of these buildings meet the setback requirements, so it would be
convenient to have your shop there, but it would be conceivable to have it at another
location where you could have your equipment and so on.

Greg Gottwald: If it takes moving it over...

Guy Hansen: | mean a location off site.

Greg Gottwald: I'm not strictly looking at it for a business. I'll put a vehicle in there
and move here and retire here. And not have the hardship of not having a garage.

Guy Hansen: But people do have their business storage at a different location.
Greg Gottwald: Sure.

Guy Hansen: Karl, is he allowed to do any remodeling or re-building of either of the
structures as long as he stayed in the footprint?

Karl Jennrich: The home, yes, tear down and re-build. The garage, no. He would
only be allowed maintenance and repair of the garage because it’s less than 75 feet

from the OHWM.

Harland Lee: In Tom Blake’s letter...”the light colored structure within the shoreland
setback northeast of the dwelling,” is that referring to the old shed there?

Greg Gottwald: Yes. It’s a rotten dilapidated building.
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Harland Lee: And you have already stated that it is your desire to raze that and
construct an entirely new building.

Greg Gottwald: Yes. The utilities come under ground...loop underground to the
house, but the electrical goes across the top of the garage and then goes down under
ground.

Harland Lee: This home previously was a summer residence, not a year round
residence.

Greg Gottwald: No. He lived there.

Harland Lee: My question was going to be, are those utilities far enough underground
for a year-round residence?

Greg Gottwald: Yes. He said they were. He did the work and that’s how he explained
it to me.

Elmer Goetsch: It appears that the water line coming up from the pump and around
the outside....

Greg Gottwald: No. That’s natural gas. They must have brought natural gas in
recently. He ran everything on the outside for the forced air furnace.

Robert Rossi: What was the slab fairly close to the sunroom going to be?

Greg Gottwald: He had some kind of wood burner that he used for auxiliary heat.
The fireplace fell on it and demolished it, so he just did away with it.

Elmer Goetsch: What is the County’s opinion on these two requested variance?

Karl Jennrich: The garage is the easiest one to talk about. We do believe that there
are physical property limitations on this property. In the past the Board has stated
that in the northern climate a garage is necessary for year-round residents. The size is
close to what you have permitted in the past. We do not believe that there is any
place else on the property to put the garage. | agree with the fact that the well is
located so that you could not attach it to the house. It would be better if we could
move it a little farther from the water. That northwest corner. | would want to make
sure that for fire protection, a truck could get around to get to that building.

Greg Gottwald: | think we had 13 feet. And if | had to bump it over a little, | figured
if | had 1-12 feet, that would be enough.
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Elmer Goetsch: | think the side lot setback minimum is 10.

Greg Gottwald: So if | had 10 minimum, that leaves me 3 feet of adjustment as far as
moving it over to the center of the lot. And still be able to get around there. If | had
to have a septic guy get in there or something.

Harland Lee: Karl, there is a second issue here, and that is the sun room.

Karl Jennrich: Yes. Again, the County believes there are unique physical property
limitations. The Board will have to make a determination if it is a reasonable use.
They do have a structure there that is allowed to be used. Itis 2 stories. Thereis a 4’

X 38’ deck. They have the use of that. Do they already have reasonable use?

For the record, there was no one present from the public present to speak for or
against the appeal other than the appellant.

1:45 PM - Harland Lee, Chairman, closed the public hearing.

The Board deliberated Appeal #11-003 of Greg Gottwald.

Motion by Robert Fries, second by Elmer Goetsch to grant a variance for the garage,
28’ X 26’, to be no closer than 20 feet from the OHWM, provided that the required
vegetative plantings in the buffer area are completed and maintained, and all other
mitigation requirements of the ordinance are fully met. On roll call vote: Robert
Rossi: “aye”, Robert Fries: “aye”, Harland Lee: “aye”, EImer Goetsch: “aye”, John
Bloom: “aye.” The motion carried.

Motion by EImer Goetsch, second by Robert Fries, to deny the request the variance
of a sunroom because it is not needed for reasonable use of the property. On roll
call vote: Robert Rossi: “aye”, Robert Fries: “aye”, Harland Lee: “aye”, Elmer
Goetsch: “aye”, John Bloom: “aye.” The motion carried.

1:50 pm — The pubic hearing was adjourned.

Harland Lee, Chairman Elmer Goetsch, Secretary



