
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE Oneida County Planning & 
Development Committee will hold a public hearing on Monday, July 8, 2013 at 
6:00 p.m. in Woodruff Town Hall, 1418 1st Ave., Woodruff, WI  54568 on the 
following: 
 
Ordinance Amendment #4-2013 authored by the Planning and Development 
Committee to amend Section 9.98, Piers, Other Berth Structures, Shoreland Bulk 
Requirements, of the Oneida County Zoning and Shoreland Protection 
Ordinance as follows: 
 

Additions noted by underline; Deletions noted by strikethrough 
 

9.98 PIERS, OTHER BERTH STRUCTURES. SHORELAND BULK 
REQUIREMENTS (#83-2003, #12-2006) 

 
A.  Purpose 

 
Near shorelands and waters and land within statutorily established setback 
distances from the OHWM provide natural beauty and are biologically the most 
productive and the most important for recreational use. Excessive or 
inappropriate construction of berthing and recreation structures in Oneida 
County’s waterways may have a substantial cumulative adverse effect on public 
rights and interests in those waters. These requirements are intended to 
minimize the adverse effects of such construction and to reduce conflict between 
adjacent or nearby riparian owners by separating their respective uses of the 
water. A pier shall not unreasonably obstruct navigation or otherwise interfere 
with public rights in the navigable water and shall not interfere with the rights of 
other riparian owners.   It is recognized that berth structures may be used by 
people with or without boats, for swimming and fishing and may be used for 
general for recreation.   This ordinance does not regulate the placement or use of 
mooring buoys other than to count them in any determination of the maximum 
number of berths allowed to a riparian land owner pursuant to section 9.98(D). 
 

B.  Compliance 
 

1.  Berth structures constructed or replaced after the effective date of 
this ordinance which do not meet the requirements in section 
9.98(D) are prohibited unless they have been issued a conditional 
use permit in accordance with the requirements identified for 
marina facilities in section 9.98(K). 

2.  A berth structure which existed prior to the effective date of this 
ordinance may be maintained in its present location and 
configuration as a permissible pre-existing berth structure subject to 
the requirements of section 9.99 of this ordinance. The annual 



seasonal removal of a berth structure does not affect its status as a 
permissible pre-existing berth structure. 

3.  Subject to the conditions and restrictions of any existing State or 
County permit, a berth structure or a marina which existed prior to 
the effective date of this ordinance may be maintained in its present 
location and configuration as a permissible berth structure or 
marina to the extent it is located and used in accordance with such 
permit and provided that within two years of the effective date of 
this ordinance a statement of record is filed with the County 
addressing all of the applicable provisions of sections 9.98(J) and 
(K). 

1. A berth structure which existed prior to April 17, 2012 may be 
maintained in its present location and configuration as a 
permissible pre-existing berth structure subject to the requirements 
of Section 9.99 of this ordinance.  The annual seasonal removal of 
the berth structure does not affect its status as a permissible pre-
existing berth structure.   

2. Subject to the conditions and restrictions of any existing State or 
County permit, a marina which existed prior to April 17, 2012 may 
be maintained in its present location and configuration as a 
permissible marina to the extent that it is located and used in 
accordance with such permit.   

4.  3. Any increase in the number of berths, any change in the location 
of, or any increase in the dimensions of, or any replacement of an 
existing berth structure shall be in accordance with this section. 
Boathouses are not subject to the dimensional restrictions of this 
section. 

 
C.  Berth Structures Limited (#83-2003) 

 
1.  Berth structures, except boathouses and boat shelters, may be 

placed by a riparian property owner without County permits if the 
construction complies with this section. 

2.  The use of the property must remain in conformity with the 
permissible uses enumerated within the zoning district. 

3.  Decks, platforms and other construction not essential for berthing of 
boats are prohibited, except that a canopy is permitted over a boat 
hoist or boat lift and a roof is permitted over a boat shelter or 
boathouse 

4.  A wharf shall only be permitted as an authorized berth structure 
upon the application for and issuance of a zoning permit after the 
following conditions have been established by the applicant: 
a. That the wharf will not unreasonably obstruct navigation or 

otherwise interfere with public rights in the navigable water. 
b.  That the wharf does not interfere with the rights of other riparian 

owners. 



c.  That the construction or installation of a pier is not a practicable 
alternative. 

 
D.  Number of Berths 

 
1.  For each lot, the total number of berths or moorings at a berth 

structure is limited to two for the first full 50 feet of shoreline and 
one berth for each additional full 50 feet. Other factors such as 
those referenced in section 9.98(E), below, may limit construction 
and placement to a lesser number. Contiguous lots in common 
ownership shall be considered a single lot for the purposes of this 
section. 

2.  The maximum number of berths that may be permitted for a marina 
shall be two times the number of berths that would otherwise be 
permitted under section 9.98(D)(1), subject to the same factors as 
those referenced in section 9.98(E), which may limit construction 
and placement to a lesser number.  Compliance with this section 
shall be subject to section 9.98(B)(3). 

3.  For the purpose of this section, riparian shoreline frontage shall be 
determined pursuant to the provisions of Wis. Admin. Code NR 
326.07. 
 

E. Location of Berth Structures 
 

1.  Berth structures and moored boats must be confined to the owner’s 
riparian zone as described in Wis. Admin. Code NR 326. Berth 
structures must be set back a minimum of 10 feet from side lot lines 
extended waterward and any additional distance required to confine 
approach and docking of the boat to the owner’s riparian zone. 

2.  A berth structure may not unreasonably obstruct navigation or 
otherwise interfere with public rights in navigable waters. A pier 
may not encircle or isolate part of a waterway and may not interfere 
with the rights of other riparian owners. 

3.  Berth structures and their use may not damage public interest in 
waterways, including but not limited to, ecologically significant 
areas, i.e. spawning areas, important vegetation, loon or other 
waterfowl nesting areas, natural shoreline beauty. 

4.  Berth structures shall be consolidated as close together as 
practicable at a single location for each lot. 

5.  Berth structures, where practicable, shall be located immediately 
waterward from the shoreline where any boathouse or boat shelter 
is located. 

6.  The number of piers allowed accrues proportionately to the amount 
of shoreland frontage owned: one pier is permitted for riparian 
owners owning less than 150 feet of shoreland frontage. One 
additional pier is permitted for each additional 100 feet, or portion 



thereof, of the riparian owner’s contiguous shoreland frontage. 
Multiple piers shall be consolidated as close together as practicable 
for each lot. 

 
F.  Dimensional Requirements (#83-2003) 

 
1.  Length  

a. Unless limited by a pierhead line, as authorized by sec. 30.13, 
Wis. Stats., pier length is limited to: 
(1) distance to three (3) foot water depth.  
(2) length of boat to be berthed. 
(3) depth required by boat to be berthed. 

b.  A pier which otherwise meets the requirements of section 
9.98(F)(1)(a) above, but which is more than 50 feet in distance 
from the ordinary high water mark, requires a zoning permit 
which may be issued only after the following conditions have 
been established by the applicant: 
(1) that the pier will not unreasonably obstruct navigation or 

otherwise interfere with public rights in the navigable water. 
(2) that the pier does not interfere with the rights of other 

riparian owners. 
2. Width. The deck width of a pier, including "T" or "L" or similar finger 

extensions, may not exceed six (6) feet, except upon the 
application for and issuance of a CUP for which the applicant 
demonstrates a need for a deck width of up to eight (8) feet 
because of the handicap of a frequent user. 

3.  Lateral extensions.  Any lateral extensions on piers shall be a "T" or 
"L" shape and must not exceed 20 feet in total width.  

 
G. Regulation of Lighting 

 
The purpose of this section is to minimize light pollution of the 
shoreland environment without significantly inhibiting safety and 
security. This section applies to all lighting on berthing structures or 
designed to illuminate those structures and associated berths. Light 
fixtures which do not conform to these provisions may be allowed with 
a conditional use permit upon a showing of special circumstances 
affecting safety, security, or general public interest. Legal pre-existing 
lighting in existence on the effective date of this section must be 
brought into compliance within five (5) years. 
1.  Flashing and rotating lights are prohibited. 
2.  Lighting inside a boathouse and intended to illuminate its interior is 

permitted. 
3.  Lighting on exteriors of berthing structures shall be fitted with 

opaque shades or shields to prevent direct visibility of the lamp to 



persons on public waters or adjacent lands more than 50 feet 
beyond the berthing structure. 

4.  Lighting not mounted on a berthing structure but designed to 
illuminate a berthing structure or its immediate vicinity shall comply 
with subparagraph 3 above. 

5.  Lighting installed on, or intended to illuminate, seasonally used 
berthing structures shall be turned off when not required for safety 
or security. 

6.  Public marinas may install illuminated signs with opaque shaded or 
shielded lighting that provide information pertaining to applicable 
federal, state or municipal rules and regulations relating to 
electrical, fueling, waste and sewage disposal or other safety and 
environmental matters. Such sign illumination shall not be visible 
from off the berth structure. 
 

H. Accessory Construction 
 

A pier may include only the following accessory construction: 
1.  Fuel or sewage handling equipment if applicable state and local 

safety and pollution prevention rules are complied with and 
necessary State and/or County permits are obtained. 

2.  A single bench that is Up to two (2) benches that are 6 feet or less 
in length or two (2) swivel seats, or one bench 6 feet or less and 
one swivel seat. 

3.  Flag pole. 
4. A vertical boarding ladder required for safety or near vertical water 

stairs with handrails not to exceed four (4) feet in width. 
5. An open railing may be permitted upon the application for and 

issuance of a CUP for which the applicant demonstrates a need 
because of the handicap of a frequent user. pursuant to Section 
9.19 Relaxation of Standards for Persons with Disabilities.  

6.  Bumpers to protect watercraft and pier from damage.   
 

I.  Pier Construction Materials 
 

Piers may be constructed of wood, treated wood, metal or other 
material, subject to the following: 
1.  They shall be free of any product residue or pollutants. 
2.  Metallic flotation devices shall be coated or painted to prevent 

corrosion. 
3.  They shall not include any container previously used to store 

hazardous substances as defined in sec. 144.01, Wis. Stats 
4.  They shall not include material that may readily fragment or break 

up, such as unprotected polystyrene or polyurethane floats. 
5.  Flotation devices shall be securely attached to the frame and 

maintained in serviceable condition at all times. 



6.  Safety reflectors shall be required on three sides of the waterward 
end of piers. Safety reflectors are also required on both sides of 
piers at minimum increments of 25 feet. Reflectors shall be white, 
amber or blue and shall be no more than five (5) inches square in 
size. 

 
J.  Marina Permit Guidelines 

 
Granting of permits for marina facilities under this section shall be 
guided by the following principles: 
1.  The County has an obligation to protect public water resources and 

public safety by regulating construction of berth structures for 
boats. 

2.  The County encourages public access to navigable water 
consistent with its obligation to prevent degradation of water 
resources by overuse. 

3.  The uncontrolled drainage of developed riparian land has a 
significant adverse impact upon the health, safety, and welfare of 
the County by increasing the siltation and pollution of ground and 
surface water, by accelerating the eutrophication of receiving 
waters, by diminishing groundwater recharge and by increasing the 
incidence and severity of flooding. 

4.  The right to place berths, berth structures or on-site storage 
facilities for boats accrues in proportion to the amount of shoreline 
owned as described in section 9.98(D).  Any such berth or storage 
facility in excess of the number permitted pursuant to section 
9.98(D), shall be authorized only for the purpose of serving the 
public’s interests and rights in the navigable waterways of this 
County. Such berths or on-site storage facilities must be available 
to members of the public on a first come - first served basis. 
Rentals or leases for the exclusive use of any such berths shall not 
be permitted for periods in excess of one year. 

 
K.  Marina Facilities 

 
1.  Any pier, boat shelter or mooring placement which exceeds the 

requirements of section 9.98(D) is deemed a marina facility for the 
purposes of meeting the requirements of this section and shall 
require a conditional use permit which may only be issued after a 
duly noticed public hearing has been held. Such permits may only 
be approved for lots which are located in zoning districts which 
allow marinas, or if the facility is owned by the federal, state or a 
municipal government. 

2.  In making a determination of whether a site is appropriate for a 
marina, the type of information contained in a CUP application may 
be considered as well as the impact of a marina on neighboring 



land or public facilities and of the public need for a marina.  The 
following additional criteria must be addressed: 
a.  Existing land and water uses within 2 mile of the marina, 

including all current business uses of the property. 
b. Current zoning district designation within 2 mile of the marina. 
c.  Proximity of the marina to existing public boat landings, public 

swimming beaches and marinas. 
d.  Buffer areas between the marina and adjacent properties. 
e.  Location of ecologically significant areas within 2 mile of the 

proposed site. 
f.  Noise control measures. 
g.  A detailed sketch showing location and size of existing and 

proposed buildings, wells, septic systems, piers, individual slips, 
mooring buoys, water depth for berths and berth structures, 
boat launching facilities, beaches, fuel tanks and dispenser, 
parking lots, traffic circulation for both vehicles and boats. 

h.  A statement from the applicant indicating the number of berths 
proposed to be sold, rented, or leased and the method of 
conveyance (e.g., fee simple, lease). 

i.  Methods of waste collection and disposal. Identify precautions 
to stop improper disposal. 

j.  Visual markers and/or signage of reasonable dimensions 
necessary to identify and/or locate the project. 

k.  Exterior lighting of the marina facility.  
l.  Sewage system capacity and compliance. 
m.  Motor vehicle and trailer parking facilities.  
n.  Hours of operation. 
o. Anticipated future changes or additional phases of the project. 
p.  Methods to safely dispensing fuel. 
q.  Location of any existing or proposed no-wake buoys. 
r.  Erosion control measures. 
s.  Storm water runoff controls.  
t.  Fire protection measures. 
u.  A statement from the applicant identifying all permits applied for 

or obtained by the applicant or his/her predecessor at the site, 
or obtained by the applicant or his/her operator at any other 
commercial site within the preceding ten (10) years and the 
extent of compliance with such permits. 

 
L.  Marina Facility Requirements 

 
Marina facilities shall comply with the following requirements: 
1.  Marina facilities may not be permitted on waters formally 

designated by federal or state government as an outstanding 
resource water. 



2.  The applicant is required to secure authorization required by 
municipal floodplain, shoreland, wetland and general zoning 
ordinances and applicable state statutes and administrative rules, 
including but not limited to regulations relating to electrical, fueling, 
waste and sewage disposal and other safety and environmental 
regulations. 

3.  The applicant must demonstrate that on-land boat storage or trailer 
launch facilities are not a feasible alternative to any proposed pier, 
boat shelter or mooring construction. 

4.  The applicant shall employ erosion control measures to prevent 
erosion, siltation, sedimentation and washing and blowing of dirt 
and debris from excavation, grading, open cuts, side slopes and 
related activities of the applicant or the contractors. Such measures 
shall include, but not be limited to, seeding, sodding, mulching, 
watering, ponding and the construction of berms. 

5.  The applicant shall determine stormwater runoff or flow as a result 
of this development. The applicant shall provide stormwater 
management facilities either in the form of an infiltration structure or 
a detention basin which will retain on-site the first inch of 
stormwater from all impervious surfaces from this development. 

6.  Berthing privileges available to members of the public shall be 
rented or leased only on a first come - first served basis for terms 
no longer than one (1) year. 

7.  Any change or proposed change involving the facts relating to 
criteria identified in sections 9.98(K) and (L) or as a condition of 
approval for which a conditional use permit was issued must be 
submitted to and approved by the County prior to implementation of 
such change. 

8.  Reasonable public access to the facility and handicapped parking 
in compliance with state and federal regulations for the disabled 
must be provided. 

9.  Permits issued under this section are subject to further restrictions, 
conditions, modifications or revocation if the County determines the 
facility has become detrimental to the public interest or that it is not 
being adequately offered for use to the general public. 

10. Boats berthed at a marina facility shall not be used for overnight 
lodging. 

 
M.  Boathouses 

 
Any permitted boathouse shall be confined to the viewing area, shall 
be at least 10 feet from the lot line and subject to the provisions of 
section 9.94(A)(2)(d). 

 
 9.94 (A)(2)(d). Boathouse. A riparian owner may construct a boathouse 

subject to the following restrictions: 



(1) One boathouse is permitted in the first 100 feet of shoreline. 
In any additional increment of 100 feet of shoreline, a 
boathouse may be permitted only upon the issuance of a 
conditional use permit. 

(2) The construction of a boathouse is confined to the viewing 
area.   

(3) A boathouse shall be at least 10 feet from the lot line. 
(4) No part of any boathouse shall extend into the lake or 

stream beyond the OHWM. 
(5) Any boathouse which may be permitted within the setback 

area shall be of one story only. 
(6) A boathouse shall not exceed a total height of twelve (12) 

feet. 
(7) A boathouse shall not be constructed on slopes 20% or 

greater. 
(8) The maximum width of a boathouse parallel to the OHWM 

shall not exceed 20 feet.  The overhang and eaves shall not 
exceed two feet.  The maximum length of a boathouse 
landward and away from the OHWM shall not exceed 36 
feet. 

(9) A boathouse shall have a pitched roof with a minimum pitch 
of 2.3 to 12. 

(10) Decks, platforms, & other construction not essential for    
berthing of boats is prohibited. 

(11)A boathouse shall contain no plumbing. 
(12)A boathouse shall contain no living facilities. 
(13)A boathouse cannot be constructed if the riparian landowner 

has a permanent boat shelter. 
(14)The number of berths within a boathouse shall be subject to 

the provisions of section 9.98(D). 
(15) A boathouse cannot be constructed if the riparian 

landowner has an existing “wet” boathouse extending over a 
navigable waterway. 

 
Ordinance Amendment #5-2013 authored by the Planning and Development 
Committee to amend Section 9.99, Shoreland Uses and Structures, of the 
Oneida County Zoning and Shoreland Protection Ordinance as follows: 
 

Additions noted by underline; Deletions noted by strikethrough 
 



 
9.99 SHORELAND USES AND STRUCTURES  
 
D.  Shoreland structures which do not meet minimum setbacks of this ordinance. 
 
(3) Existing accessory structures less than Seventy-five (75) feet from the 
OHWM. 
 
(b) Open decks or patios less than seventy-five (75) feet. 
 
(2) Located from 40 to 75 feet of the OHWM. Open decks or patios less than 
seventy-five (75) feet from the OHWM, but 40 feet or more from the OHWM, shall 
not be enclosed or covered. Replacement and ordinary maintenance and repair 
are allowed. Open decks or patios are permitted horizontal expansion at a 
distance 40 feet or more from the OHWM, parallel to the OHWM at a distance 
equal to or greater than the dwelling unit or principal building provided the 
dwelling unit or principal building is located 40 feet or more from the OHWM.  
Horizontal expansion toward the OHWM is not permitted.  The combined total 
square footage of all decks and patios located less than 75 feet from the OHWM 
cannot exceed 200 square feet, including any located less than 40 feet from the 
OHWM. 
 
 
Ordinance Amendment #6-2013 authored by the Planning and Development 
Committee to amend Section 9.94A, Boathouses, of the Oneida County Zoning 
and Shoreland Protection Ordinance as follows:  Option A 
 

Additions noted by underline; Deletions noted by strikethrough 
 
Additional changes required for proposed language to eliminate new boathouses. 
 

9.11 Purpose – Underlying Ordinance. 
      E. Preserve shore cover and natural beauty through: 
      4. Regulating the use and placement of boathouses and other 

structures.  
        4. Regulating the use and placement of structures.  
 

9.94 A. OHWM Setbacks 
 

There shall be setbacks from the ordinary high water mark (OHWM) on 
lots that abut or are within 75 feet of a navigable waterbody.  
 
1.  Setback of 75 feet 

 
The setback for all structures shall be seventy-five (75) feet from 
the OHWM of any navigable waters to the nearest part of such 



structure, except for boathouses, boat shelters, piers, private 
sewage systems, water wells, stairways, walkways and lifts which 
may be permitted by the terms and conditions of this ordinance. 

                 
     2.   Exceptions to 75 ft setback to the OHWM 

 
d.  Boathouse. A riparian owner may construct a boathouse subject 

to the following restrictions: 
(1) One boathouse is permitted in the first 100 feet of shoreline. 

In any additional increment of 100 feet of shoreline, a 
boathouse may be permitted only upon the issuance of a 
conditional use permit. 

(2) The construction of a boathouse is confined to the viewing 
area.   

(3) No part of any boathouse shall extend into the lake or 
stream beyond the OHWM. 

(4) Any boathouse which may be permitted within the setback 
area shall be of one story only. 

(5) A boathouse shall not exceed a total height of twelve (12) 
feet. 

(6) A boathouse shall not be constructed on slopes 20% or 
greater. 

(7) The maximum width of a boathouse parallel to the OHWM 
shall not exceed 20 feet.  The overhang and eaves shall not 
exceed two feet.  The maximum length of a boathouse 
landward and away from the OHWM shall not exceed 36 
feet. 

(8) A boathouse shall have a pitched roof with a minimum pitch 
of 2.3 to 12. 

(9) Decks, platforms, & other construction not essential for    
berthing of boats is prohibited. 

(10)A boathouse shall contain no plumbing. 
(11)A boathouse shall contain no living facilities. 
(12)A boathouse cannot be constructed if the riparian landowner 

has a permanent boat shelter. 
(13)The number of berths within a boathouse shall be subject to 

the provisions of section 9.98(D). 
(14) A boathouse cannot be constructed if the riparian 

landowner has an existing “wet” boathouse extending over a 
navigable waterway. 

 
9.94 B. Special Zoning Permission for Structures in Shoreland Setback 

Area.  
 

The Zoning Administrator shall grant special zoning permission for the 
construction or placement of a structure on property within the 



shoreland setback area of any navigable waters if all of the following 
apply:  
 
2.  The total floor area of all of the structures on the property within the 

shoreland setback area will not exceed 200 square feet.  In 
calculating this square footage, legal pre-existing boathouses shall 
be excluded.  The square footage of stairways, walkways, and lifts 
that are determined to be necessary by the Department to provide 
pedestrian access to a berth structure or shoreline because of 
steep slopes, or rocky, wet, or unstable soils, are not included in 
calculating the total floor area.  
 

9.96 Shoreland Mitigation Plan 
  
 C. Open decks or patios within the viewing area located less than 35 

feet from the ordinary high water mark shall not be enclosed, covered 
or expanded, but replacement of up to 200 square feet shall be 
allowed.  Excluding legal pre-existing boathouses, all other accessory 
structures including open decks or patios located outside of the 
viewing area and less than 35 feet from the ordinary high water mark 
must be removed. 
 
F.  Mitigation requirements A-E above shall be implemented for the 
following: 

1. Structural improvements, alterations or replacement of 
existing boathouses  pursuant to Section 9.99(D)(3)(d). 
2. New stories, new basements and other vertical 
expansions, which may result in total replacement pursuant 
to 9.99(D)(4)(a)(2 and 3). 

  
 9.97 Shoreland Alteration Permit 
 

C. Permit Review Procedure 
1.  Permit from Zoning Administrator 

a. The Zoning Administrator has the authority to act on 
applications in the instances set forth below. The Zoning 
Administrator shall act on an application within 30 working days 
of the completed application being filed. 
(1) Alterations for the construction of boathouses, Structural 

improvements and/or alterations to legal pre-existing 
boathouses  pursuant to 9.94(A)(1), 9.99(D) (3)(d), 
structures permitted under special zoning permission 
pursuant to 9.94 (B) and walkways if located in, on or over 
steep slopes or rocks, saturated or unstable soils. (Amend. 
#8-2000, effective 1/10/01)   



(2) Alterations greater than 200 square feet but less than 10,000 
square feet of the shoreyard when the slope is greater than 
12%. (Amend. #08-2000, effective 1/10/01) 

(3) Alterations of more than 10,000 square feet of the 
shoreyard.  (Amend. #08-2000, effective 1/10/01) 

b. Written notice of action. 
 
 9.98 Piers and Other Berth Structures 

 
B. Compliance 
 
      4. Any increase in the number of berths, any change in the location of, 

or any increase in the dimensions of, or any replacement of an 
existing berth structure shall be in accordance with this section. 
Boathouses are not subject to the dimensional restrictions of this 
section. 

 
C.  Berth Structures Limited (#83-2003) 

  
1.  Berth structures, except boathouses and boat shelters, may be 

placed by a riparian property owner without County permits if the 
construction complies with this section. 

 
9.94 OHWM SETBACKS AND SPECIAL ZONING PERMISSION FOR 

STRUCTURES IN SHORELAND SETBACK (Amend. #08-2000, 29-2001, 
71-2002, 87-2003,14-2005, 02-2006, 12-2006, 13-2007, 14-2008) 
Option B 
 
A. OHWM Setbacks 

  
2.  Exceptions to the 75-foot setback from the OHWM of a navigable 

waterbody.  See Appendices C through G for illustrative purposes 
only.  The text in this section shall be controlling and will supersede 
the appendices if there are any conflicting interpretations. 
d.  Boathouse. A riparian owner may construct a boathouse subject 

to the following restrictions: 
(1) One boathouse is permitted in the first 100 feet of shoreline. 

In any additional increment of 100 feet of shoreline, a 
boathouse may be permitted only upon the issuance of a 
conditional use permit. 

(2) The construction of a boathouse is confined to the viewing 
area.   

(3) No part of any boathouse shall extend into the lake or 
stream beyond the OHWM. 

(4) Any boathouse which may be permitted within the setback 
area shall be of one story only. 



(5) A boathouse shall not exceed a total height of twelve (12) 
feet. 

(6) A boathouse shall not be constructed on slopes 20% or 
greater. 

(7) The maximum width of a boathouse parallel to the OHWM 
shall not exceed 20 feet.  The overhang and eaves shall not 
exceed two feet.  The maximum length of a boathouse 
landward and away from the OHWM shall not exceed 36 
feet. 

(8) A boathouse shall have a pitched roof with a minimum pitch 
of 2.3 to 12. 

(9) Decks, platforms, & other construction not essential for    
berthing of boats is prohibited. 

(10)A boathouse shall contain no plumbing. 
(11)A boathouse shall contain no living facilities. 
(12)A boathouse cannot be constructed if the riparian landowner 

has a permanent boat shelter. 
(13)The number of berths within a boathouse shall be subject to 

the provisions of section 9.98(D). 
(14) A boathouse cannot be constructed if the riparian 

landowner has an existing “wet” boathouse extending over a 
navigable waterway. 

 
Additional changes required for proposed language to eliminate new boathouses. 
 

9.12 Purpose – Underlying Ordinance. 
      E. Preserve shore cover and natural beauty through: 
      4. Regulating the use and placement of boathouses and other 

structures.  
        4. Regulating the use and placement of structures.  
 

9.94 A. OHWM Setbacks 
 

There shall be setbacks from the ordinary high water mark (OHWM) on 
lots that abut or are within 75 feet of a navigable waterbody.  
 
1.  Setback of 75 feet 

 
The setback for all structures shall be seventy-five (75) feet from 
the OHWM of any navigable waters to the nearest part of such 
structure, except for boathouses, boat shelters, piers, private 
sewage systems, water wells, stairways, walkways and lifts which 
may be permitted by the terms and conditions of this ordinance. 

                 
     2.   Exceptions to 75 ft setback to the OHWM 

 



d.  Boathouse. A riparian owner may construct a boathouse subject 
to the following restrictions: 
(1) One boathouse is permitted in the first 100 feet of shoreline. 

In any additional increment of 100 feet of shoreline, a 
boathouse may be permitted only upon the issuance of a 
conditional use permit. 

(2) The construction of a boathouse is confined to the viewing 
area.   

(3) No part of any boathouse shall extend into the lake or 
stream beyond the OHWM. 

(4) Any boathouse which may be permitted within the setback 
area shall be of one story only. 

(5) A boathouse shall not exceed a total height of twelve (12) 
feet. 

(6) A boathouse shall not be constructed on slopes 20% or 
greater. 

(7) The maximum width of a boathouse parallel to the OHWM 
shall not exceed 20 feet.  The overhang and eaves shall not 
exceed two feet.  The maximum length of a boathouse 
landward and away from the OHWM shall not exceed 36 
feet. 

(8) A boathouse shall have a pitched roof with a minimum pitch 
of 2.3 to 12. 

(9) Decks, platforms, & other construction not essential for    
berthing of boats is prohibited. 

(10)A boathouse shall contain no plumbing. 
(11)A boathouse shall contain no living facilities. 
(12)A boathouse cannot be constructed if the riparian landowner 

has a permanent boat shelter. 
(13)The number of berths within a boathouse shall be subject to 

the provisions of section 9.98(D). 
(14) A boathouse cannot be constructed if the riparian 

landowner has an existing “wet” boathouse extending over a 
navigable waterway. 

 
9.94 B. Special Zoning Permission for Structures in Shoreland Setback 

Area.  
 

The Zoning Administrator shall grant special zoning permission for the 
construction or placement of a structure on property within the 
shoreland setback area of any navigable waters if all of the following 
apply:  
 
2.  The total floor area of all of the structures on the property within the 

shoreland setback area will not exceed 200 square feet.  In 
calculating this square footage, legal pre-existing boathouses shall 



be excluded.  The square footage of stairways, walkways, and lifts 
that are determined to be necessary by the Department to provide 
pedestrian access to a berth structure or shoreline because of 
steep slopes, or rocky, wet, or unstable soils, are not included in 
calculating the total floor area.  
 

9.96 Shoreland Mitigation Plan 
  
 C. Open decks or patios within the viewing area located less than 35 

feet from the ordinary high water mark shall not be enclosed, covered 
or expanded, but replacement of up to 200 square feet shall be 
allowed.  Excluding legal pre-existing boathouses, all other accessory 
structures including open decks or patios located outside of the 
viewing area and less than 35 feet from the ordinary high water mark 
must be removed. 
 
F.  Mitigation requirements A-E above shall be implemented for the 
following: 

1. Structural improvements, alterations or replacement of 
existing boathouses  pursuant to Section 9.99(D)(3)(d). 
2. New stories, new basements and other vertical 
expansions, which may result in total replacement pursuant 
to 9.99(D)(4)(a)(2 and 3). 

  
 9.97 Shoreland Alteration Permit 
 

C. Permit Review Procedure 
1.  Permit from Zoning Administrator 

a. The Zoning Administrator has the authority to act on 
applications in the instances set forth below. The Zoning 
Administrator shall act on an application within 30 working days 
of the completed application being filed. 
(1) Alterations for the construction of boathouses, Structural 

improvements and/or alterations to legal pre-existing 
boathouses  pursuant to 9.94(A)(1), 9.99(D) (3)(d), 
structures permitted under special zoning permission 
pursuant to 9.94 (B) and walkways if located in, on or over 
steep slopes or rocks, saturated or unstable soils. (Amend. 
#8-2000, effective 1/10/01)   

(2) Alterations greater than 200 square feet but less than 10,000 
square feet of the shoreyard when the slope is greater than 
12%. (Amend. #08-2000, effective 1/10/01) 

(3) Alterations of more than 10,000 square feet of the 
shoreyard.  (Amend. #08-2000, effective 1/10/01) 

b. Written notice of action. 
 



 9.98 Piers and Other Berth Structures 
 

B. Compliance 
 
      4. Any increase in the number of berths, any change in the location of, 

or any increase in the dimensions of, or any replacement of an 
existing berth structure shall be in accordance with this section. 
Boathouses are not subject to the dimensional restrictions of this 
section. 

 
C.  Berth Structures Limited (#83-2003) 

  
1.  Berth structures, except boathouses and boat shelters, may be 

placed by a riparian property owner without County permits if the 
construction complies with this section. 

 
Copies of the foregoing documents are available for public inspection during 
normal business hours at the Planning & Zoning Office, Oneida County 
Courthouse, 2nd Floor, Rhinelander Wisconsin  54501 or phone 715-369-6130.  
The Oneida County Zoning and Shoreland Protection Ordinance is available 
online at www.oneida.wi.gov. 
 
Anyone having interest may attend and be heard.  Interested parties who are 
unable to attend may send written comments to the undersigned. 
 
Dated this 20th day of June, 2013. 
 
 
 
/s/Scott Holewinski, Chairman 
Oneida County Planning & Development Committee 
PO Box 400 
Rhinelander WI  54501 


