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LAW ENFORCEMENT & JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

August 6, 2008
9:00 A.M.

Chairman O’Melia called meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. in Committee Room #2, at the Oneida County Courthouse.

LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Chairman David O’Melia, Vice Chairman Peter Wolk, Member Jack Young, Member Paul Dean, and Member Ted Cushing.

OTHERS PRESENT:  Recording Secretary Jill Butzlaff, Corporation Counsel Brian Desmond, Assistant Corporation Counsel Thomas Wiensch, District Attorney Michael Bloom, County Coordinator John Potters, Judge Patrick O’Melia, Branch I Secretary Mavis Winkler, Chief Deputy John Sweeney, and Lieutenant Dan Hess.  
Motion by Cushing to approve the August 6, 2008 agenda as posted, second was offered by Wolk, all ayes on voice vote; the motion carried 5-0.  

Motion by Dean to approve the July 16, 2008 minutes as presented, second was offered by Wolk, all ayes on voice vote; the motion carried 5-0.

MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION / ACTION:

Circuit Court Branch I Staffing Request – Law Clerk/Court Commissioner LTE 
Judge O’Melia and Branch I Secretary, Mavis Winkler, were present.  Winkler distributed the annual request to Committee members.  Winkler noted the request is for approval at the current rate of $20.28 per hour, and the cost is shared between Branch I and II and Vilas County.  

Motion by Cushing to approve the staffing request for Circuit Court Branch I at a cost of $39,546 per year to be shared by Branch I, Branch II, and Vilas County, second by Dean.  

The following discussion followed the motion:

Young questioned the position being titled as an LTE and noted it seemed to be more of a contracted position.  Young stated this position was also offered health insurance.  Brief discussion followed regarding the history of the position and the number of hours worked for each agency.  

With a motion on the table, the Committee then voted all ayes on voice vote, the motion carried 5-0.
Circuit Court Branch I - Court Commissioner/Law Clerk Wages
Judge O’Melia and Branch I Secretary, Mavis Winkler, were present.  Judge O’Melia noted the wages for this position were forwarded by the Law Enforcement Committee to Labor Relations and Employee Services without a recommendation.  Labor Relations and Employee Services then approved the increase, and forwarded the request to Finance.  The Finance Committee requested the matter be returned to this Committee to justify the increase.

Judge O’Melia noted that he does not believe the qualifications of the position are comparable to other LTE positions in Oneida County.  Brief discussion followed regarding the history of the position, funding from the state for the position, and the contract term.  
Motion by Cushing to refer the Court Commission/Law Clerk wage and position issue to the Labor Relations and Employee Services Committee to workout the position as being an LTE position or a contract position, second by Wolk, all ayes on voice vote; the motion carried 5-0.
Circuit Court Branch I - Judicial Assistant Replacement
Judge O’Melia and Branch I Secretary, Mavis Winkler, were present.  Judge O’Melia noted that Winker is retiring on October 31, 2008 and he is requesting the position be filled with an overlap time period to train the new employee.  
Motion by O’Melia to approve the vacancy review and send the request to Labor Relations and Employee Services with the recommendation to allow enough time to get the new person trained, second by Cushing, all ayes on voice vote; the motion carried 5-0.

AUDIT OF ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT DEPARTMENTS
Winkler presented a line item transfer for Branch I for approval.

Motion by Cushing to approve the line item transfer, second by Wolk, all ayes on voice vote; the motion carried 5-0.

MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION / ACTION:

District Attorney - Request for three day LTE in September
District Attorney Michael Bloom was present.  Bloom noted that he would like to send his three secretaries to a support staff conference and utilize the services of an LTE.  Bloom noted in the past the position had been covered by an intern, but this year the conference falls later in the year.  

Motion by O’Melia to approve the request for an LTE in the amount of $188.32, and send the request to Labor Relations and Employee Services for approval with a recommendation of acceptance, second by Dean, all ayes on voice vote; the motion carried 5-0.
District Attorney - 2009 Staffing Requests

District Attorney Bloom stated this is for a summer intern position that has been in place for over ten years.  He noted the $2500.00 cost is matched by a Madison law school.
Motion by Cushing to approve the District Attorney staffing request for the 2009 summer intern in the amount of $2500.00, contingent upon the law school matching the $2500.00 amount, second by Dean, all ayes on voice vote; the motion carried 5-0.

Sheriff’s Department - Radio Project VHF and Microwave Radio System 
Chief Deputy John Sweeney and Lieutenant Dan Hess were present.  Sweeney noted that Buildings and Grounds has been used extensively to work on the radio project.  He stated that Mike Widule has been trained in the maintenance of the equipment.  Sweeney is recommending that Widule assist the Sheriff’s Department twenty hours a week with radio maintenance, and noted he would be asking for budget monies to pay Widule in the future.  Brief discussion followed regarding comparative costs of paying a contractor for radio maintenance.  
Hess noted that the radio system has been turned on, and they are working on some paging issues and performing testing.  Hess stated he would be making a presentation at County Board when the project was closer to completion.

Corporation Counsel - Attendance of WCSEA Conference
Assistant Corporation Counsel Thomas Wiensch was present.  Wiensch noted that in addition to attending the conference, he has been asked to teach a seminar.  
Motion by Cushing to authorize Wiensch to attend the WCSEA conference and teach a class, second by Young, all ayes on voice vote; the motion carried 5-0.
AUDIT OF ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT DEPARTMENTS

Following examination and discussion of all vouchers, BPO Reports, line item transfers, and all other financial information submitted by law enforcement departments the following motions were made:

Motion by Cushing to approve the line item transfer, second by Young, all ayes on voice vote; the motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Cushing to approve all vouchers, BPO Reports, and all other financial information as presented, second by Wolk, all ayes on voice vote; the motion carried 5-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS/DISCUSSIONS/COMMUNICATIONS

There were no other public comments or discussions.

DISCUSS TOPICS FOR NEXT AGENDA / SET DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Topics for next agenda:


O’Melia – Budget Hearings

The next regular meeting was scheduled for:

August 20, 2008
9:00 a.m.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before this committee, Cushing made a motion to adjourn with a second by Dean, all ayes on voice vote; the motion carried 5-0 and the meeting was adjourned at 10:14 a.m.

______________________________________     _____________________________________

       COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN                                  COMMITTEE SECRETARY
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