
  

 

MINUTES   
Oneida County Board of Supervisors 

Tuesday, November 12th, 2024 – 9:30 a.m. 
County Board Meeting Room - 2nd Floor Oneida County Courthouse 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Holewinski called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. in the County Board Meeting Room of 
the Oneida County Courthouse. There was a brief moment of silence for our troops, law enforcement 
officers and emergency responders followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Prayer was offered by 
Supervisor Jensen.  
 
Members Present:  Robert Briggs, Robert Almekinder, Connor Showalter, Scott Holewinski, Russ 
Fisher, Linnaea Newman, Chris Schultz, Collette Sorgel, Lenore Lopez, Billy Fried, Ted Cushing, 
Robb Jensen, Mike Timmons, Debbie Condado, Diana Harris, Steven Schreier, Dan Hess and 
Michael Tautges.  
Members Present:  18 
Absent:  Ives, Oettinger, Hanus 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY CHAIR, CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 Please use a microphone when speaking. 
 

ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 15,  2024 MEETING: 
Motion/Second: Cushing/Sorgel to accept the Minutes of the October 15, 2024 meeting. All “Aye”, 
Motion carried. 

 
REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS: 

 Transition Oversight Panel – Tyler Young – No update. 

 Broadband Report – Supervisor Sorgel – Sorgel stated they are waiting for information from 
the committee to see what areas will be covered.  There is a meeting set for December.  

 Treasurer’s Annual Report - Treasurer Tara Ostermann presented the 2024 annual report.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (time limit of three minutes):  Andy King president of the Northwoods Passage 
Snowmobile Club and resident of Lincoln County spoke against the Sheriff's budget being reduced, 
he stated that the Snowmobiles Club needs that extra oversight. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Resolution # 99 – 2024:  Offered by the Supervisors of the Executive Committee canceling stale 
dated checks. 
Resolution to:  CANCEL STALE DATED CHECKS 
Resolution approved for presentation to the Oneida County Board by the Supervisors of the 
Executive Committee. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 

 
WHEREAS, the following Oneida County checks, being two years old or more, shall be written off the 
outstanding check record prescribed in Section 59.64(4)(e) of the Wisconsin Statutes, and shall be 
credited to the accounts of Oneida County by the Oneida County Treasurer with the exception that 
unclaimed wages outstanding longer than one year shall be reported and remitted pursuant to the State 
of Wisconsin’s Unclaimed Property law, Chapter 177. 
    

Check 
Date 

Name   Dept.    Check#   Amou
nt 

Description 



  

 

11/12/202
1 

FLYNN, LINDSEY   TR   364262   10.88  TAX REFUND 

11/11/202
1 

VACASA   PZ   364554   175.00  REFUND 

03/04/202
2 

JENNIFER SUE 
DIVJAK 

  COC   366534   20.67  JURY FEES 

03/04/202
2 

TIA MARIE 
FREDRICK 

  COC   366553   59.68  JURY FEES 

03/04/202
2 

WAYNE EDSON 
TRUST 

  LIO   366616   500.00  TAX DEED 
EXPENSE 

03/04/202
2 

BRADLEY WAITE   TR   366626   5.82  TAX REFUND 

03/04/202
2 

CAROLE CAHILL   TR   366627   145.13  TAX REFUND 

03/04/202
2 

KUCKKAHN 
CONSTRUCTION 
INC 

  TR   366639   41.33  TAX REFUND 

03/04/202
2 

PISCIOTTA, PETER 
OR SUMMER 

  TR   366640   44.62  TAX REFUND 

04/04/202
2 

HAGEN, KATHRYN 
THERESA 

  COC   367249   42.51  JURY FEES 

04/04/202
2 

LEA, SCOTT EARL   COC   367263   81.12  JURY FEES 

04/04/202
2 

SCHOENECK, 
PETER A 

  COC   367275   3.51  JURY FEES 

04/29/202
2 

BALSEWICZ, 
KAREN K 

  TR   367828   8.82  TAX REFUND 

04/29/202
2 

BLAVAT, HAYDEN 
GERARD 

  COC   367834   26.87  JURY FEES 

04/29/202
2 

JEFFERY, 
REBECCA J 

  COC   367850   80.34  JURY FEES 

04/29/202
2 

YOUNG, 
CHRISTOPHER 
WILLIAM 

  COC   367887   67.08  JURY FEES 

05/12/202
2 

JEWELL, RANAE   DSS   368185   120.00  DIRECT 
PAYMENTS 

05/26/202
2 

VONDRACEK, 
SHANE R AND 
KARI L 

  TR   368475   7.26  TAX REFUND 

08/18/202
2 

HEATHER BEACH   TR   370011   8.48  TAX REFUND 

09/01/202
2 

MICHAEL 
HARTMANN 

  ADRC   370076   81.75  NON EMPLOYEE 
MILEAGE 

09/15/202
2 

SKAGGS, JULIE 
BETH 

  DSS   370358   556.00  DIRECT 
PAYMENTS 

09/15/202
2 

DRISCOLL, GARY 
G 

  ADRC   370426   5.60  NON EMPLOYEE 
MILEAGE 

 
    
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Oneida County Board of Supervisors that it hereby writes off 
the listed Oneida County checks, being two years old or more, as prescribed in Section 59.64(4)(e) of 



  

 

the Wisconsin Statutes, and shall be credited to the accounts of Oneida County by the Oneida County 
Treasurer with the exception that unclaimed wages outstanding longer than one year shall be reported 
and remitted pursuant to the State of Wisconsin’s Unclaimed Property law, Chapter 177.    
 
Approved by the Executive Committee this 23rd day of October, 2024. 
Offered and passage moved by:  Billy Fried, Scott Holewinski, Diana Harris, Robb Jensen, Russ 
Fisher 
 
Resolution # 100 – 2024:  Offered by the Supervisors of the Executive Committee Designating 
Oneida County Public Depositories. 
Resolution to: DESIGNATE ONEIDA COUNTY PUBLIC DEPOSITORIES. 
Resolution approved for presentation to the Oneida County Board by the Supervisors of the 
Executive Committee. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 
WHEREAS, the governing body of each county is required by Secs. 34.05 and 59.61, Wis. Stats. to 
designate, by resolution, one or more public depositories, organized and doing business under 
Wisconsin or U.S. laws and located in Wisconsin; and 
WHEREAS, one or more county depositories is required to be designated as a “working bank” under 
Sec. 59.61, Wis. Stats., and Associated Bank North located at 8 West Davenport Street in the City of 
Rhinelander, Wisconsin has been so designated; and  
WHEREAS, every federal or state credit union, state bank, federal or state savings and loan 
association, savings and trust company and mutual savings bank and every national bank, located in 
this State which complies in all respects as to public deposits with Chapter 34, Wis. Stats. and which 
will accept payments made by the State under sec. 16.412, Wis. Stats., may be designated as a public 
depository and may receive and hold public deposits; and  
WHEREAS, all those banks, credit unions, savings and loan associations, trust companies and mutual 
savings banks which are state and federally chartered and are located in the State of Wisconsin, are 
qualified to be a public depository of County funds not immediately needed which funds may be 
invested in time deposits by the Investment Officer under the authority granted by Secs. 59.61, 59.62, 
Wis. Stats., and sec.1.27 (2) of the Oneida County General Code.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Oneida County Board of Supervisors that it hereby 
designates all those banks, credit unions, savings and loan associations, trust companies and mutual 
savings banks chartered under state and U.S. laws and located in the State of Wisconsin, and the Local 
Government Investment Pool as County depositories under Secs. 59.61 and 34.05, Wis. Stats.  
For purposes of enumeration, the financial institutions (and./or their successors or assigns) below will 
be named an Oneida County depository upon filing of the appropriate paperwork with the County and 
are so designated by way of this resolution: 
 
 American Deposit Management Co., W220N3451 Springdale Rd, Pewaukee, WI 53072 
 Associated Bank NA, 304 Lincoln Street Rhinelander, WI 54501  

Associated Bank, Minocqua Branch, 8683 Highway 51N & 70W, Minocqua, WI 54548 
Associated Bank, 200 N Adams St. Green Bay, WI  54301  

 BMO Harris Bank, N.A., 7 N Brown St., Rhinelander, WI 54501  
 Huntington National Bank, 7 Easton Oval, Columbus, OH 43219  
 Charles Schwab & Co. Inc. 1958 Summit Park Dr, Ste 400, Orlando, FL 32810 
 Charles Schwab & Co. Inc. 200 S 108th Ave, Omaha, NE 68154 
 Nicolet National Bank, 2170 Lincoln St., Rhinelander, WI 54501 
 Peoples State Bank, 8 E Anderson St., Rhinelander, WI 54501  
 Pershing, One Pershing Plaza, Jersey City, NJ 07399 
 Ripco Credit Union, 121 Sutliff Ave., Rhinelander, WI 54501 

US Bank Institutional Trust & Custody, West Side Flats, 60 Livingston Ave., St. Paul, MN             



  

 

55107 
Wisconsin Investment Series Cooperative along with PMA Financial Network, Inc.  
This resolution shall be effective until the County Board annual budget hearing.  
 
Approved by the Executive Committee this 23rd day of October, 2024 
Offered and passage moved by:  Billy Fried, Scott Holewinski, Diana Harris, Robb Jensen, Russ 
Fisher  
 
Resolution # 101 – 2024:  Offered by the Supervisors of the Executive Committee delegating the 
authority to invest county funds to the Oneida County Auditor/Finance Director. 
Resolution to: DELEGATE ONEIDA COUNTY INVESTMENT AUTHORITY. 
Resolution approved for presentation to the Oneida County Board by the Supervisors of the 
Executive Committee. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Sec. 59.62(1)(2), Wis. Stats., the Oneida County Board may delegate to any 
officer or employee any authority assigned by law to the Board to invest County funds.  Further, if the 
Board delegates authority under this section, the Board shall periodically review the exercise of the 
delegated authority by the officer or employee.   
WHEREAS, pursuant to Oneida County Code 1.27(2), the Oneida County Board has delegated this 
authority to the Oneida County Auditor/Finance Director with the restriction that the County Board shall 
review the County Auditor/Finance Director’s exercise of this authority annually at the November 
meeting of the Board.  
WHEREAS, the Oneida County Board hereby confirms that they have reviewed their delegation of the 
authority to invest County funds. 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Oneida County Board affirms that the authority assigned by 
law to the Board to invest County funds is hereby delegated to the Oneida County Auditor/Finance 
Director.   
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  
 
Approved by the Executive Committee this 23rd day of October, 2024. 
Offered and passage moved by:  Billy Fried, Scott Holewinski, Diana Harris, Robb Jensen, Russ 
Fisher 
 
Resolution # 102 – 2024:  Offered by the Supervisors of the Executive Committee to amend 
Resolution # 131 – 2022 to Update and Revise the Set-Aside of General Fund Balances for the 
purposes of the Department of Human Services out-of-Home Care.  
Resolution to Amend Resolution # 131 – 2022 to Update and Revise the Set-Aside of General 
Fund Balances for the Purposes of the Department of Human Services Out-of-Home Care. 
Resolution approved for presentation to the Oneida County Board by the Supervisors of the 
Executive Committee. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 
WHEREAS, in 2022, the Oneida County (“County”) recognized the importance of maintaining adequate 

cash reserves to stabilize the Social Services Department budget to respond to emergency situations 

balanced against the desire to avoid over-allocation of property tax dollars in any one year; and 

WHEREAS, the County wishes to comply with the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) 

Statement No. 54 Fund Balance Reporting and Governmental Fund Type Definitions; and 

WHEREAS, only the County Board has the authority to commit funds with the General Funds’ net 

assets (or Fund Balance), and establish policy regarding maintenance of those funds; and 



  

 

WHEREAS, in 2025, the Human Services Department will be established to incorporate existing ADRC, 

Social Services functions and add Human Services functions; and 

WHEREAS, the County desires to have a well-developed and transparent strategy to maintain 

adequate levels of funds to mitigate risk of out-of-home care relative to not only Social Services per 

prior Resolution, but also ADRC and Human Services, and to follow best practices in local government 

finance; and 

WHEREAS, surplus (or deficit) of the Social Services Fund at year-end as part of the audit process will 

first be transferred to the set-aside Out-of-Home Care allocation with the minimum being zero and the 

balance maximum being revised from $500,000 per prior Resolution to a new maximum of $750,000, 

and any excess would then go to General Fund unrestricted balances; and 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Oneida County Board of Supervisors directs the Finance 

Director to implement this Policy effective January 1, 2025.  

 
Approved for presentation to the County Board by the Executive Committee this 23rd day of 
October, 2024. 
Offered and passage moved by:  Billy Fried, Scott Holewinski, Diana Harris, Robb Jensen, Russ 
Fisher  
 
Resolution # 103 – 2024/Rezone Petition # 06 – 2024:  Offered by the Supervisors of the Planning 
and Development Committee to amend the Master Zoning District Document and the Oneida County 
official Zoning District Boundary Map, by Changing the Zoning District Classification from District # 11 
Shoreland-Wetland to District # 2 Single Family Residential on Property in the Town of Three Lakes – 
PIN TL-2586. 
Resolution offered by the Planning and Development Committee. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning and Development Committee having considered Rezone Petition #06-2024 
(copy attached), which was filed July 23, 2024, to amend the Master Zoning District Document and 
the Oneida County Official Zoning District Boundary Map, and having given notice thereof as 
provided by law and having held a public hearing thereon October 2, 2024, pursuant to Section 
59.69(5), Wisconsin Statutes, and having been informed of the facts pertinent to the changes which 
are as follows: 
To rezone land from District # 11 Shoreland-Wetland to District # 2 Single Family Residential on 
property described as Lot 3, Second replat of Vinden Beach, being part of Government Lot 5, Section 
27, T39N, R11E, PIN TL-2586, Town of Three Lakes, Oneida County, Wisconsin. 
This is a wetland disturbance described as an area of fill approximately 1,176 square feet for the 
purposes of constructing a garage. 
And being duly advised of the wishes of the people in the area affected as follows: 
WHEREAS, the owners are requesting the rezone to construct a 40 foot by 24 foot personal storage 
garage, with no plumbing or living quarters and; 
WHEREAS, the garage is to be located in a mapped shoreland wetland “T5K” on the Wisconsin 
wetland inventory map and; 
WHEREAS, the owner has received Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources water quality 
certification General Permit GP-NO-2024-44-01028 and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers approved 
permit number MVP-2024-00513-DDP and; 
WHEREAS, the Town of Three Lakes approved the request (copy attached) and;    
WHEREAS, On October 2, 2024,  the Planning and Development Committee held a public hearing 
and the adjoining landowners were provided with a written notice of the change and nobody had 
concerns for or against the change and;  
WHEREAS, the Planning and Development Committee has reviewed the general standards as 
specified in Section 9.91(F)(2) of the Oneida County Zoning and Shoreland Protection Ordinance and 



  

 

concluded that the proposed rezoning will not result in a significant adverse impact upon any of the 
following: 

a. Storm and flood water storage capacity; 

b. Maintenance of dry season stream flow, the discharge of groundwater to a wetland, the 

recharge of groundwater from a wetland to another area, or the flow of groundwater through a 

wetland; 

c. Filtering or storage of sediments, nutrients, heavy metals or organic compounds that would 

otherwise drain into navigable waters; 

d. Shoreline protection against soil erosion; 

e. Fish spawning, breeding, nursery or feeding grounds; 

f. Wildlife habitat; or 

g. Wetlands both within the boundary of designated areas of special natural resource interest and 

those wetlands which are in proximity to or have a direct hydrologic connection to such 

designated areas as defined in NR 103.04 which can be accessed at the following web site: 

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/rsb/code/nr/nr103.pdf 

 
NOW THEREFORE, THE ONEIDA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DOES ORDAIN AS 
FOLLOWS: Petition # 06 – 2024: 
Section 1: Any existing ordinances, codes, resolutions, or portion thereof in conflict with this 
ordinance shall be and are hereby repealed as far as any conflict exists. 
Section 2:      The ordinance shall take effect the day after passage and publication as required by 
law. 
Section 3: If any claims, provisions, or portions of this ordinance are adjudged unconstitutional or 
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the ordinance shall not be affected 
thereby. 
Section 4: Rezone Petition # 06 – 2024 is hereby adopted amending the Master Zoning District 
Document and the Oneida County Official Zoning District Boundary Map, by changing the zoning 
district classification from District # 11 Shoreland-Wetland to District # 2 Single Family Residential on 
property described as follows: 
Lot 3, Second replat of Vinden Beach, being part of Government Lot 5, Section 27, T39N, R11E, PIN 
TL-2586, Town of Three Lakes, Oneida County, Wisconsin. 
The County Clerk shall, within seven (7) days after adoption of Rezone Petition #06-2024 by the 
Oneida County Board of Supervisors, cause a certified copy thereof to be transmitted by mail to the 
Three Lakes Town Clerk and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 
 
Approved for presentation to the County Board by the Planning and Development Committee 
this 30th day of October, 2024. 
Offered and passage moved by:  Scott Holewinski, Mike Timmons, Dan Hess, Mitch Ives, Bob 
Almekinder 
 
Motion/Second: Cushing/Timmons to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  
Roll Call Vote:  18 Aye; 3 Absent, Ives, Oettinger, Hanus 
Motion:  Adopted 
 
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES: 
Resolution # 104 – 2024:  Offered by the Supervisors of the Social Services Committee Supporting 
State Funding to Establish a Crisis Facility to Serve Northern Wisconsin. 
Resolution Supporting State Funding to Establish a Crisis Facility to Serve Northern 
Wisconsin. 
Resolution approved for presentation to the Oneida County Board by the Supervisors of the 



  

 

Social Services Committee. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 
WHEREAS, Northern Wisconsin has limited resources when it comes to inpatient crisis care for 
individuals with mental illness; and, 
WHEREAS, recent closures of facilities place a higher burden on the facilities that remain; and, 
WHEREAS, local law enforcement is tasked with providing transportation of individuals experiencing 
a mental health crisis and they often spend hours waiting for facilities to respond to requests for 
inpatient services, with a significant number of individuals experiencing a mental health crisis ending 
up being transported to the state facility in Winnebago; and,  
WHEREAS, the great distance traveled puts a financial strain on counties and local municipal law 
enforcement agencies, as well as the emotional strain experienced by the individuals being 
transported for several hours, often in handcuffs; and,  
WHEREAS, Oneida County would like to work with other counties in Northern Wisconsin to lobby for 
state funding to establish an inpatient crisis facility to serve this vastly underserved area. 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Oneida County Board of Supervisors urges the Wisconsin 
State legislature and the Governor, to provide funding (either for a state facility or subsidies for 
private, not-for-profit organizations) to establish an inpatient acute behavioral health facility to serve 
the counties in Northern Wisconsin; and,  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Oneida County Board of Supervisors encourages other 
counties in the Northern Wisconsin to join in the lobbying efforts and adopt a similar resolution; and,  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Oneida County Clerk is directed to send this resolution to the 
Governor, State Legislators representing Oneida County, the Wisconsin Counties Association and 
County Clerks in Northern Wisconsin.  

 
Submitted by the Oneida County Social Services Board. 
Offered and passage moved by:  Dan Hess, Robb Jensen, Ted Cushing, Steven Schreier, Debbie 
Condado  
 
Discussion:  ADRC Manager/Assistant Director Joel Gottsacker stated that they are joining other 
counties in seeking to establish a Mental Health Stabilization and Crisis Facility in Northern 
Wisconsin.  Gottsacker noted that the nearest is Winnebago Mental Health.  Gottsacker stated that 
they are asking for support and that this would then be forwarded on to the Governor. 
Roll Call Vote on Resolution # 104 – 2024:  18 Aye; 3 Absent, Ives, Oettinger, Hanus 
Resolution # 104 – 2024:  Passes 
 
Resolution # 105 – 2024:  Offered by the Supervisors of the Executive Committee to Authorize the 
Expenditure of Opioid Settlement Funds allocated to Oneida County in Accordance with Wisconsin 
Act 57 of 2021 and Oneida County Resolution # 58 – 2022 for the Purpose of a local match to a 2025 
Treatment Alternative and Diversion (TAD) Grant.  
Resolution to Authorize the Expenditure of Opioid Settlement Funds allocated to Oneida 
County in Accordance with Wisconsin Act 57 of 2021 and Oneida County Resolution 
# 58 – 2022 for the Purpose of a Local Match to a 2025 Treatment Alternative and Diversion 
(TAD) Grant. 
Resolution approved for presentation to the Oneida County Board by the Supervisors of the 
Executive Committee. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 
WHEREAS, in 2021, a nationwide settlement agreement was reached by and between several 

pharmaceutical companies and a class containing most states, counties, and a number of cities and 

municipalities; and 



  

 

WHEREAS, in 2021, the Governor signed legislation (2021 Wisconsin Act 57) which outlines the 

distribution and use of Wisconsin’s share of settlement funds of over $400 million, with 70% of the 

proceeds being allocated to Wisconsin counties; and 

WHEREAS, in 2022, the Wisconsin Joint Committee on Finance approved a plan which earmarks 

counties’ use of the funds toward abatement efforts; and 

WHEREAS, in 2022, Oneida County adopted Resolution #58-2022 agreeing to the settlement terms 

with total settlement proceeds estimated to be $1.48 million; and 

WHEREAS, projects and programs benefiting from the funds must comply with the Settlement 

Agreement restrictions of expenditures limited to defined categories of Treatment, Prevention, and 

Other Strategies; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Oneida County Finance Director the balance of available Opioid 

Settlement Funds and investment income thereon, net of any previously approved expenditures, is 

$687,945.46 as of August 31, 2024; and 

WHEREAS, The Department of Social Services is requesting $23,187.00 in Opioid Settlement Funds 
as the local match for a 2025 Treatment Alternative and Diversion (TAD) Grant to further the Oneida 
County Diversion Program.  The program is voluntary for justice-involved people living with addiction;  
defers the participants from the traditional criminal justice system; and participants engage in 
substance use treatment, case management and work to address mental health, employment, 
housing and other needs, and 
WHEREAS, the Executive Committee is in agreement and recommends this project / program be 

funded using Opioid Settlement funds; and 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Oneida County Board of Supervisors that this project / 

program be funded using Opioid Settlement funds; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Oneida County Board of Supervisors that by 

Adoption of this resolution the project / program will be reevaluated annually as part of the budget 

process to determine need and available funding for future years. 

 
Approved for presentation to the County Board by the Executive Committee this 23rd day of 
October, 2024. 
Offered and passage moved by:  Billy Fried, Scott Holewinski, Diana Harris, Robb Jensen, Russ 
Fisher 
 
Discussion:  Smigielski stated that the state of Wisconsin has rules on how the Opioid Funds can be 
spent.  Smigielski stated that this meets the requirements and is in compliance with the statutes. 
Roll Call Vote on Resolution # 105 – 2024:  18 Aye; 3 Absent, Ives, Oettinger, Hanus 
Resolution # 105 – 2024:  Passes 
 
9:45 a.m. – PUBLIC HEARING ON 2025 ONEIDA COUNTY BUDGET: 

 Call to order at 9:45 a.m. 

 Presentation to the public of the proposed 2025 Oneida County Budget – County Board Chair 
and Finance Director.  County Board Chair Holewinski explained the budget process.  
Holewinski went over the fund balances and stated that the budget is balanced.  Holewinski 
stated that the total budget for 2025 is $81.5 Million.  Holewinski went over the balances in the 
accounts.  Holewinski cautioned that at some point we may need to cut services, we need to 
prepare for when the economy slows.  Holewinski stated that the estimated tax rate is 
reducing.  Holewinski noted that sales tax and building permits are still on a higher trend, this 
is not expected to last.  Holewinski expressed concern in absorbing the Human Service 
Center functions, expenses and employees.  Holewinski noted that we are looking to improve 
our long-term fiscal and capital planning.  Holewinski reported that this is a sound budget 
proposal.    



  

 

 

 Open Public Hearing at 9:50 a.m. - Call for Public Comment – Call for Public Comment by 
Chair Holewinski, Holewinski noted that there was a comment earlier about Recreation Patrol.  
Holewinski stated that there was also an email received about the Recreation Patrol being 
cut.  

 Close Public Hearing at 9:51 a.m. 

 Reconvene Regular County Board meeting at 9:51 a.m. for the purpose of taking action on 
the Resolutions/Ordinance Amendments and the 2025 Oneida County Budget. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES: 
Resolution # 106 – 2024:  Offered by the Supervisors of the Executive Committee to approve the 
2025 Budget and 2024 Tax Levy Collected in 2025.  
TO APPROVE THE 2025 BUDGET AND 2024 TAX LEVY COLLECTED IN 2025. 
Resolution offered by the Supervisors of the Executive Committee. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed 2025 Budget Summary - Oneida County was published in the Northwoods 
River News on October 25th, 2024, in accordance with the provisions of Wisconsin Statutes Section 
65.90; and 
WHEREAS, estimated expenditures and revenues for 2025 are shown in the Oneida County 2025 
Budget available for review at the Oneida County Finance Department and / or the Oneida County 
website, and incorporated herein by reference; and  
WHEREAS, the Oneida County Executive Committee has presented the 2025 Budget to the Oneida 
County Board of Supervisors; and  
WHEREAS, the Oneida County Board of Supervisors has completed its review and revision of the 
Oneida County 2025 Budget. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Oneida County Board of Supervisors, which the 
2025 budget appropriations, in the sums and for the purposes hereinafter set forth in the Oneida 
County 2025 Budget, be and the same are hereby adopted. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby declared the tax levy for 2024, 
collected in 2025: 
 

1. There is levied upon the taxable property of Oneida 
   County the sum of                                                         $0.00  
  for State Tax (Forestry purposes). 
2. There is levied upon the taxable property of Oneida      

County the sum of    $0.00 
for debt service, all bonds and notes legally required. 

3. There is levied upon the taxable property of Oneida      
County the sum of    $467,954.00 
for libraries.  The City of Rhinelander, Towns of Crescent,  
Minocqua, Newbold, Pelican, Pine Line, and Three Lakes  
are not included. 

4. There is levied upon the taxable property of Oneida      
County the sum of    $2,434,487.00 
for Countywide EMS.   

5. There is levied upon the taxable property of Oneida      
County the sum of    $53,100.00 
for County Aid for Town Bridges.   

6. There is levied upon the taxable property of Oneida      
County the sum of          $265.51 
for Chargebacks for Refunded/Rescinded Taxes. 



  

 

   
7. There is levied upon the taxable property of Oneida 

County the sum of            $4,756.00 
for Special Charges for Charitable and Penal Purposes 

8. There is levied upon the taxable property of Oneida      
County the sum of    $15,355,993.00 
for all other services provided.   
 
GRAND TOTAL OF ALL TAXES $18,316,555.51 

  
Approved by the Executive Committee this day 7th of November, 2024. 
Offered and passage moved by:  Billy Fried, Russ Fisher, Diana Harris, Scott Holewinski, Steven 
Schreier  
 
Discussion:  Fried reported that there was a lot of hard work to get the budget balanced.  Fried 
stated that our County is in a good position because of those that came before us.  Fried noted that 
the intent to cut the Recreation Patrol was to send a message to the DNR.   Fried stated that it is the 
Sheriffs discretion to provide safety on the trails.  Holewinski reported that the Sheriff came to the 
Committee with a list of things that could be cut.  Holewinski stated that they cut the funding but it is 
not the decision of the County Board to say what service is cut.  Hess stated that he is not in favor of 
defunding law enforcement in any way.  Hess stated that this is not a good policy, our County is 
based on recreation.  Hess explained that this is for the safety of residents and visitors.   
 
Motion/Second:  Hess/Sorgel to amend the budget to add the funding back for Recreation Patrol to 
the Sheriff's budget in the amount of $25,000. 
Discussion:  Sorgel stated that this year will be a busy year, this is important to our County.  Schultz 
noted that there is not a lot of patrolling of the trails and there needs to be more of a presence.  
Discussion regarding where the funding will come from.  Smigielski stated that Surplus Revenue 
would be appropriate.  Jensen reminded the Board that this is also ATV/UTV patrol, lakes patrol, not 
just snowmobile patrol.  Jensen stated that at budget hearings the Sheriff was very cooperative 
regarding coming up with ways to cut his budget.  Jensen noted that he supports this. 
Roll Call Vote:  17 Aye; 1 Nay, Holewinski; 3 Absent, Ives, Oettinger, Hanus 
 
Discussion:  Cushing went over the proposed withdrawal from the North Central Regional Planning 
Commission and explained that to withdraw for 2025 we need to do a Resolution prior to six months 
of the effective date.   Cushing noted that would have been June 30th, 2024 to be effective for 2025.   
Cushing explained that you have to be a member, you cannot pay as you go. 
 
Motion/Second:  Cushing/Tautges to amend the budget and place the funding for the North Central 
Regional Plan Commission in the amount of $41,000 from Contingency back into the Planning and 
Zoning budget. 
Roll Call Vote:  18 Aye; 3 Absent, Ives, Oettinger, Hanus 
 
Motion/Second: Fried/no second to amend the 2025 budget to reduce funding to Oneida County 
Tourism by $25,000. 
Roll Call Vote:  Fails due to no second 
 
Roll Call Vote on Amended Resolution # 106 – 2024:  18 Aye; 3 Absent, Ives, Oettinger, Hanus 
Amended Resolution # 106 – 2024:  Adopted 

 
OTHER: 



  

 

miPay Demonstration and Tutorial – Cassandra Camren, Implementation, Civic Systems, LLC.  
Administrative Coordinator/County Clerk Tracy Hartman stated this is a tutorial for 2025 payroll for 
County Board members. Camren gave a short overview. 

 
NEXT MEETING DATE AND TIME: Motion to schedule the next County Board meeting for 
December 17th, 2024 @ 9:30 a.m. 

Unless a motion is made to change the starting time.  
 

Motion/Second:  Holewinski/Tautges to add an additional County Board meeting for December 17th, 
2024 at 9:30 a.m. 
Vote on Motion: 18 Aye, 3 Absent, Ives, Oettinger, Hanus 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Chairman Holewinski adjourned the meeting at 10:23 a.m. 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 


