
  

 

MINUTES  

Oneida County Board of Supervisors 
Tuesday, June 18th, 2024 – 9:30 a.m. 

County Board Meeting Room - 2nd Floor Oneida County Courthouse 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Scott Holewinski called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. in the County Board Meeting 
Room of the Oneida County Courthouse. There was a brief moment of silence for our troops, law 
enforcement officers and emergency responders followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Prayer was 
offered by Supervisor Condado.  

 
Members Present:  Mike Timmons, Debbie Condado, Scott Holewinski, Steven Schreier, Bob 
Almekinder, Robert Briggs, Diana Harris, Linnaea Newman, Chris Schultz, Collette Sorgel, Kris 
Hanus, Lenore Lopez, Billy Fried, Greg Oettinger, Ted Cushing, Robb Jensen, Mitch Ives, Dan Hess 
and Michael Tautges.  
Members Present:  19 
Absent:  Showalter, Fisher 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY CHAIR, CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 Please use a microphone when speaking. 
 

ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 21, 2024 MEETING: 
Motion/Second:  Schreier/Cushing to accept the Minutes of the April 16, 2024 meeting. All “Aye”, 
Motion carried. 

 
REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS: 

 Transition Oversight Panel – Tyler Young – Young gave an overview of what the Panel has 
been working on.  Young noted that Feest and Hazleton have both resigned so they are 
working on filling those slots.  Young stated that it was proposed that at this time Rideout and 
Gottsacker will be filling the opening of the director position in the interim.  Young explained 
that it was proposed that the funding for that change should come out of the Human Service 
Center budget.  Young noted that Rideout is doing a great job with the workgroups, she is no 
longer on the Oversight Panel and is just reporting to the panel.  Rideout stated that at this 
point they are working toward offering positions to the Human Service Center employees.  
Rideout noted that there is a draft organization chart showing what the Human Service 
Department will look like.  Rideout explained that they are also working on processes for 
records and what happens with records of Human Service Center between the three 
counties.  Rideout stated that there are staff work groups being formed with the goal of no 
disruption in client services.  Holewinski questioned if the other counties are aware of what is 
going on.  Rideout and Young confirmed they are involved, as well as the Tribes.  Young 
noted that they will need to hire a person to close out the books for Human Service Center, 
this will be a temp position.   

 Broadband Report – Supervisor Sorgel – Sorgel introduced Tony Pharo the new Economic 
Development Executive Director.  Sorgel noted that the Broadband meeting was June 13th 
and they are moving forward. Sorgel noted that there is fiberoptic conduit placed close to 
most County Facilities.  Sorgel noted that additional tower sites are continued to be 
developed.    

 Oneida County Tourism Council – Krystal Westfahl noted that the tourism and economic 
impact numbers just came out and all 72 counties in the state of Wisconsin have increased.  
Jackie Sharp explained the handout that was distributed.   
 

Oettinger entered at 9:45 a.m. 



  

 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT (time limit of three minutes):  No comment. 

 Sign attendance form at the podium. 
 

OTHER: 

 Appoint Horsehead Lake County Board Representative – 
Motion/Second:  Sorgel/Cushing to withdraw the appointment of Horsehead Lake County Board 
Representative and handle it in Committee.   
Roll Call Vote: 19 Aye; 2 Absent, Showalter, Fisher 
Motion:  Adopted 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Resolution # 56 – 2024:  Offered by the Supervisors of the Executive Committee to return 
Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund (CLFRF) back to Oneida County American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) Contingency which were previously allocated in Resolution # 97 – 2022 and # 24 – 2024 for 
the purpose of Public Health Delivery of Services.  
Resolution to Return Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund (CLFRF) back to Oneida County 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Contingency which were previously allocated in Resolution # 97-
2022 and # 24-2024 for the purpose of Public Health Delivery of Services. 
Resolution approved for presentation to the Oneida County Board by the Supervisors of the Executive 
Committee. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 
WHEREAS, The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) amends Title VI of the Social Security Act by adding 

Sections 602 and 603 establishing the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund (CLFRF); and 

WHEREAS, Oneida County receives funds through CLFRF to assist the County in responding to the public 

health emergency or its negative economic impacts; to provide premium pay to eligible workers; to make 

necessary investments in infrastructure; and/or to provide government services; and 

WHEREAS, certain restrictions of the use of these funds are determined by the United States Treasury (UST) 

Department including the prohibition of depositing the funds into any pension fund; directly or indirectly offsetting 

tax revenue; and does limit the amount of CLFRF funding to be used for “government services” to a not-to-

exceed revenue reduction cap; and 

WHEREAS, in order to further the Public Health Department efforts in clinic operations and outreach for vaccine 

outreach, a total of $31,100 in CLFRF funds was approved by the Oneida County Board of Supervisors; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Health Department has secured new grant funding to continue the efforts without the 

need of CLFRF funds, and CLFRF funds expended in 2022 and 2023 totaled $23,601; and 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Oneida County Board of Supervisors that $7,499 in CLFRF funds be 

returned to the ARPA Contingency for future allocation; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Oneida County Board of Supervisors that by 

Adoption of this resolution the project / program will be reevaluated annually as part of the budget process to 

determine need and available funding for future years. 

 
Approved for presentation to the County Board by the Executive Committee this 22nd  day of May, 2024. 
Offered and passage moved by:  Robb Jensen, Diana Harris, Scott Holewinski, Connor Showalter, Steven 
Schreier, Russ Fisher, Billy Fried 

 
Resolution # 57 – 2024:  Offered by the Supervisors of the Land Records Committee to convey 
excess county lands part of SU-756-1 to Hildebrand Trust and Town of Sugar Camp.  
Resolution to convey excess county lands to Hildebrand Trust and Town of Sugar Camp. 
Resolution approved for presentation to the Oneida County Board by the Supervisors of the 
Land Records Committee. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 



  

 

WHEREAS, Oneida County retained a 100 foot strip of land on each side of the center line of existing 
roads crossing the NW1/4 – NW1/4 of Section 18, Township 39 North, Range 9 East, as recorded in 
the Register of Deeds, Volume 42 of Deeds on Page 482, Document # 99477, recorded on February 
16th, 1937; and, 
WHEREAS, a request has been made to Oneida County from the adjoining landowner(s) listed in 
Exhibit A requesting that a portion of said strip of land described above, adjacent to Dam Lake RD, be 
conveyed to them as they are the present adjoining owner(s) of the land, and have paid the $250.00 
administrative fee to process this request; and, 
WHEREAS, the Town of Sugar Camp has been notified of such request, and if the Town has no 
objection to conveying the excess lands to the adjoining landowner(s); and if the Town has no objection 
to accepting a conveyance for a part of Dam Lake RD right-of-way, the Land Records Committee 
recommends that the parcels described in Exhibit A be conveyed to the adjoining landowner and the 
Town; and, 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Oneida County Board of Supervisors hereby approves 
conveying the parcel described in Exhibit A to the adjoining landowner(s) and the Town as listed in 
Exhibit A, and the Board authorizes the County Clerk, upon receipt of the $30 deed recording fees, to 
issue a quit claim deed conveying any interest the County has in the description described in Exhibit A. 
 
Approved for presentation to the County Board by the Land Records Committee this 11th  day 
of June, 2024. 
Offered and passage moved by: Mike Timmons, Chris Schultz, Ted Cushing, Robert Briggs, Greg 
Oettinger 
 
Resolution # 58 – 2024:  Offered by the Supervisors of the Land Records Committee to convey part 
of PL-298-14 to Matthew J. Parsons and Sarah B. Parsons.  
Resolution to convey excess county lands to Parsons.  
Resolution approved for presentation to the Oneida County Board by the Supervisors of the 
Land Records Committee. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 
WHEREAS, Oneida County retained a 100 foot strip of land on each side of the center line of existing 
roads crossing the NW ¼ - SW ¼ of Section 9, Township 37 North, Range 9 East, as recorded in the 
Register of Deeds, Volume 64 of Deeds on Page 271, Document # 109755, recorded on April 3rd, 1941; 
and, 
WHEREAS, a request has been made to Oneida County from the adjoining landowner(s) listed in 
Exhibit A requesting that a portion of said strip of land described above adjacent to Pine Lake RD be 
conveyed to them as they are the present adjoining owner(s) of the land, and they have paid the 
$250.00 administrative fee to process this request; and, 
WHEREAS, the Town of Pine Lake has been notified of this request and the Land Records Committee 
recommends that the parcel described in Exhibit A be conveyed to the adjoining landowner(s), provided 
the Town of Pine Lake does not have any objection to said conveyance; and,   
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Oneida County Board of Supervisors hereby approves 
conveying the parcel described in Exhibit A to the adjoining landowner(s), and authorizes the County 
Clerk, upon receipt of the $30 deed recording fee, to issue a quit claim deed conveying any interest the 
County has in the description noted below in Exhibit A. 

 
Approved for presentation to the County Board by the Land Records Committee this 11th  day 
of June, 2024. 
Offered and passage moved by:  Mike Timmons, Chris Schultz, Ted Cushing, Robert Briggs, Greg 
Oettinger 
 



  

 

Resolution # 59 – 2024:  Offered by the Supervisors of the Land Records Committee to convey tax 
foreclosed land RH-44 to Gary Yamauchi and Valerie R. Yamauchi and RH-783 to Vital Properties, 
LLC.  
Resolution to convey tax foreclosed and other county real estate. 
Resolution approved for presentation to the Oneida County Board by the Supervisors of the 
Land Records Committee. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 
WHEREAS,  the tax foreclosed real estate parcel(s) identified in Exhibit A listed below have been 
offered for public sale pursuant to the procedures in Chapter 18 of the General Code of Oneida County, 
WI; and, 
WHEREAS, the Land Records Committee has determined it would be in the best interest of Oneida 
County to convey the parcel(s) by quit claim deed to the successful bidder(s) listed in Exhibit A; and, 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Oneida County Board of Supervisors hereby approve the 
sale of the parcel(s) listed in Exhibit A below to the successful bidder(s) listed with any condition or 
terms listed in Exhibit A; and,  
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Oneida County Board of Supervisors hereby approves 
conveying the parcel(s) described in Exhibit A to the successful bidder(s), upon the receipt of the 
required sale amount listed in Exhibit A, and the Board authorizes the County Clerk, upon receipt of 
the $30 deed recording fee(s), to issue quit claim deed(s) conveying any interest the County has in the 
description(s) described in Exhibit A. 
 
Approved for presentation to the County Board by the Land Records Committee this 11th day 
of June, 2024. 
Offered and passage moved by:  Mike Timmons, Chris Schultz, Ted Cushing, Robert Briggs, Greg 
Oettinger 
 
Resolution # 60 – 2024/Rezone Petition # 02 – 2024:  Offered by the Supervisors of the Planning 
and Development Committee amending the Master Zoning District Document and the Oneida County 
Official Zoning District Boundary Map by changing the Zoning District Classification from District #04, 
Residential & Farming to District #02, Single Family on property described as Lot 2, CSM 5434, being 
part of the NE NE, Section 22, T38N, R6E, PIN HA 294 in the Town of Hazelhurst.  
Resolution offered by the Planning and Development Committee. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning and Development Committee having considered Rezone Petition # 02-2024 
(copy attached), which was filed April 10, 2024, to amend the Master Zoning District Document and 
the Oneida County Official Zoning District Boundary Map, and having given notice thereof as 
provided by law and having held a public hearing thereon May 15, 2024, pursuant to Section 
59.69(5), Wisconsin Statutes, and having been informed of the facts pertinent to the changes which 
are as follows: 
To rezone land from District #04, Residential & Farming to District #02, Single Family on property 
described as Lot 2, CSM 5434, being part of the NE NE, Section 22, T38N, R6E, PIN HA 294, Town 
of Hazelhurst, Oneida County, Wisconsin. 
And being duly advised of the wishes of the people in the area affected as follows: 
WHEREAS, the applicant is requesting the rezone because there are two zoning districts on each lot 
and the Town of Hazelhurst wants one zoning district and; 
WHEREAS, the Town of Hazelhurst approved and sponsored the request (copy attached) and;  
WHEREAS, On May 15, 2024, the Planning and Development Committee held a public hearing and 
the adjoining landowners were provided with a written notice of the change and nobody had concerns 
for or against the change and;  



  

 

WHEREAS, the Planning & Development Committee has reviewed the general standards as 
specified in Section 9.86(F) of the Oneida County Zoning & Shoreland Protection Ordinance and 
concluded that the standards have been met. The Planning & Development Committee recommends 
passage. 
NOW THEREFORE, THE ONEIDA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DOES ORDAIN AS 
FOLLOWS: Petition #02-2024: 
Section 1: Any existing ordinances, codes, resolutions, or portion thereof in conflict with this 
ordinance shall be and are hereby repealed as far as any conflict exists. 
Section 2:      The ordinance shall take effect the day after passage and publication as required by 
law. 
Section 3: If any claims, provisions, or portions of this ordinance are adjudged unconstitutional or 
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the ordinance shall not be affected 
thereby. 
Section 4: Rezone Petition #02-2024 is hereby adopted amending the Master Zoning District 
Document and the Oneida County Official Zoning District Boundary Map, by changing the zoning 
district classification from District #04, Residential & Farming to District #02, Single Family on 
property described as follows: 
Lot 2, CSM 5434, being part of the NE NE, Section 22, T38N, R6E, PIN HA 294, Town of Hazelhurst, 
Oneida County, Wisconsin. 
The County Clerk shall, within seven (7) days after adoption of Rezone Petition #02-2024 by the 
Oneida County Board of Supervisors, cause a certified copy thereof to be transmitted by mail to the 
Hazelhurst Town Clerk. 
 
Approved for presentation to the County Board by the Planning and Development Committee 
this 29th day of May, 2024. 
Offered and passage moved by:  Scott Holewinski, Mike Timmons, Bob Almekinder, Mitch Ives, 
Dan Hess  
 
Resolution # 61 – 2024/Rezone Petition # 03 – 2024:  Offered by the Supervisors of the Planning 
and Development Committee amending the Master Zoning District Document and the Oneida County 
Official Zoning District Boundary Map by changing the Zoning District Classification from District #1A 
Forestry to District #1B Forestry on property described as SE SW, Section 18, T37N, R10E, PINs ST 
274 and ST 274-1 in the Town of Stella.  
Resolution offered by the Planning and Development Committee. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning and Development Committee having considered Rezone Petition #03-2024 
(copy attached), which was filed April 12, 2024, to amend the Master Zoning District Document and 
the Oneida County Official Zoning District Boundary Map, and having given notice thereof as 
provided by law and having held a public hearing thereon May 15, 2024, pursuant to Section 
59.69(5), Wisconsin Statutes, and having been informed of the facts pertinent to the changes which 
are as follows: 
To rezone land from District #1A Forestry to District #1B Forestry on property described as SE SW, 
Section 18, T37N, R10E, PINs ST 274 and ST 274-1, Town of Stella, Oneida County, Wisconsin. 
And being duly advised of the wishes of the people in the area affected as follows: 
WHEREAS, the owners are requesting the rezone to build a permanent, single-family home and; 
WHEREAS, the Town of Stella approved the request (copy attached) and;  
WHEREAS, On May 15, 2024, the Planning and Development Committee held a public hearing and 
the adjoining landowners were provided with a written notice of the change and nobody had concerns 
for or against the change and;  
WHEREAS, the Planning & Development Committee has reviewed the general standards as 
specified in Section 9.86(F) of the Oneida County Zoning & Shoreland Protection Ordinance and 



  

 

concluded that the standards have been met. The Planning & Development Committee recommends 
passage. 
NOW THEREFORE, THE ONEIDA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DOES ORDAIN AS 
FOLLOWS: Petition #03-2024: 
Section 1: Any existing ordinances, codes, resolutions, or portion thereof in conflict with this 
ordinance shall be and are hereby repealed as far as any conflict exists. 
Section 2:      The ordinance shall take effect the day after passage and publication as required by 
law. 
Section 3: If any claims, provisions, or portions of this ordinance are adjudged unconstitutional or 
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the ordinance shall not be affected 
thereby. 
Section 4: Rezone Petition #03-2024 is hereby adopted amending the Master Zoning District 
Document and the Oneida County Official Zoning District Boundary Map, by changing the zoning 
district classification from District #1A, Forestry to District #1B, Forestry on property described as 
follows: 
SE SW, Section 18, T37N, R10E, PINs ST 274 and ST 274-1, Town of Stella, Oneida County, 
Wisconsin. 
The County Clerk shall, within seven (7) days after adoption of Rezone Petition #03-2024 by the 
Oneida County Board of Supervisors, cause a certified copy thereof to be transmitted by mail to the 
Stella Town Clerk. 
 
Approved for presentation to the County Board by the Planning and Development Committee 
this 29th day of May, 2024. 
Offered and passage moved by:  Scott Holewinski, Mike Timmons, Bob Almekinder, Mitch Ives, 
Dan Hess 
 

 

 Appointments to Committees, Commissions and other Organizations: 
o Re-Appoint Dawn Winquist to the Oneida-Vilas Transit Commission for a 2-year term to 

expire in April 2026.  
o Re-Appoint Norris Ross to the Board of Adjustment for a 3-year term to expire in July 

2027. 
o Re-Appoint Mike Pazdernik to the Board of Adjustment for a 3-year term to expire in July 

2027. 
o Appoint Tommy Ryden to the Board of Adjustment 2nd Alternate position for a 3-year term 

to expire in July 2027. 
o Appoint Chris Schultz to the Bear Lake Protection & Rehabilitation District. 

 
Motion/Second:  Cushing/Timmons to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  
Roll Call Vote:  19 Aye; 2 Absent, Showalter, Fisher 
Motion:  Adopted 

 
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES: 
Resolution # 62 – 2024:  Offered by Supervisor Billy Fried authorizing Oneida County to Enter into 
the Settlement Agreement with the Kroger Co. and Agree to the Terms of Addendum Two to the 
MOU Allocating Settlement Proceeds.  
Seconded by Jensen. 
Resolution Authorizing Oneida County to Enter Into the Settlement Agreement with The 
Kroger Co. and Agree to the Terms of Addendum Two to the MOU Allocating Settlement 
Proceeds. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 

 



  

 

WHEREAS, the County Board of Supervisors previously authorized the County to enter into an 
engagement agreement with von Briesen & Roper, s.c., Crueger Dickinson LLC and Simmons Hanly 
Conroy LLC (the “Law Firms”) to pursue litigation against certain manufacturers, distributors, and 
retailers of opioid pharmaceuticals (the “Opioid Defendants”) in an effort to hold the Opioid 
Defendants financially responsible for the County’s expenditure of vast money and resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic;  
WHEREAS, on behalf of Oneida County, the Law Firms filed a lawsuit against the Opioid Defendants;  
WHEREAS, the Law Firms filed similar lawsuits on behalf of 66 other Wisconsin counties and all 
Wisconsin cases were coordinated with thousands of other lawsuits filed against the same or 
substantially similar parties as the Opioid Defendants in the Northern District of Ohio, captioned In re: 
Opioid Litigation, MDL 2804 (the “Litigation”);  
WHEREAS, four (4) additional Wisconsin counties (Milwaukee, Dane, Waukesha, and Walworth) 
hired separate counsel and joined the Litigation;  
WHEREAS, since the inception of the Litigation, the Law Firms have coordinated with counsel from 
around the country (including counsel for Milwaukee, Dane, Waukesha, and Walworth Counties) to 
prepare the County’s case for trial and engage in extensive settlement discussions with the Opioid 
Defendants;  
WHEREAS, the settlement discussions with The Kroger Co. (the “Settling Defendant”) resulted in a 
tentative agreement as to settlement terms pending agreement from the County and other plaintiffs 
involved in the Litigation;  
WHEREAS, copies of the settlement agreement relating to the Settling Defendant (“Settlement 
Agreement”) representing the terms of the tentative settlement agreement with the Settling Defendant 
has been made available at https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Kroger-
Multistate-Settlement-Agreement-Circulated-to-States-March-25-2024.pdf;  
WHEREAS, the Settlement Agreement provides, among other things, for the payment of certain 
sums to Participating Subdivisions (as defined in the Settlement Agreement) upon the occurrence of 
certain events detailed in the Settlement Agreement;  
WHEREAS, the County is a Participating Subdivision in the Settlement Agreement and has the 
opportunity to participate in the benefits associated with the Settlement Agreement provided the 
County (a) approves the Settlement Agreement; (b) approves the Addendum Two to the 
Memorandum of Understanding allocating proceeds from the Settlement Agreement (“MOU”) among 
the various Wisconsin Participating Subdivisions, a copy of which is attached to this Resolution 
(“Addendum Two”); and (c) the Legislature’s Joint Committee on Finance approves the terms of the 
Settlement Agreement; 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 12 of the State-Local MOU entered into between the Wisconsin 
Participating Subdivisions and the Attorney General of the State of Wisconsin (“State-Local MOU”), 
the Attorney General has provided notice that the terms of the State-Local MOU shall apply to the 
Settlement Agreement and all proceeds of such Settlement Agreement; 
WHEREAS, 2021 Wisconsin Act 57 created Section 165.12 of the Wisconsin Statutes relating to the 
settlement of all or part of the Litigation;  
WHEREAS, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 165.12(2), the Legislature’s Joint Committee on Finance is 
required to approve the Settlement Agreement;  
WHEREAS, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 165.12(2), the proceeds from any settlement of all or part of the 
Litigation are distributed 70% to local governments in Wisconsin that are parties to the Litigation and 
30% to the State;  
WHEREAS, Wis. Stat. § 165.12(4)(b)2. provides the proceeds from the Settlement Agreement must 
be deposited in a segregated account (the “Opioid Abatement Account”) and may be expended only 
for approved uses for opioid abatement as provided in the Settlement Agreement; 
WHEREAS, Wis. Stat. § 165.12(7) bars claims from any Wisconsin local government against the 
Opioid Defendants filed after June 1, 2021;  
WHEREAS, the definition of Participating Subdivisions in the Settlement Agreement recognizes a 
statutory bar on claims such as that set forth in Wis. Stat. § 165.12(7) and, as a result, the only 



  

 

Participating Subdivisions in Wisconsin are those counties and municipalities that were parties to the 
Litigation (or otherwise actively litigating a claim against one, some, or all of the Opioid Defendants) 
as of June 1, 2021;  
WHEREAS, the Legislature’s Joint Committee on Finance is not statutorily authorized or required to 
approve the allocation of proceeds of the Settlement Agreement among Wisconsin Participating 
Subdivisions;  
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Participating Subdivisions previously negotiated and approved the 
allocation of proceeds among themselves, which allocation is reflected in Exhibit A to the MOU, which 
is an agreement between all of the entities identified in the Allocation MOU as to how the proceeds 
payable to those entities under the Settlement Agreements will be allocated;  
WHEREAS, Oneida County and all other Wisconsin Participating Subdivisions agreed to and entered 
into that certain Addendum to the MOU (“Addendum One”) that provided for allocation of settlement 
proceeds from previous settlements with certain pharmacies and manufacturers according to the 
same percentages as that provided in the MOU; 
WHEREAS, Oneida County has been informed as to the deadlines related to the effective dates of 
the Settlement Agreement, the ramifications associated with the County’s refusal to enter into the 
Settlement Agreement, the form of Addendum Two and an overview of the process for finalizing the 
Settlement Agreements and such information, together with additional resources related to the 
settlement can be found at https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/kroger-co-settlement/; 
WHEREAS, Oneida County, by this Resolution, shall deposit the proceeds of the Settlement 
Agreement consistent with the terms of this Resolution and Wis. Stat. § 165.12(4)(b); 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Oneida County’s engagement agreement with the Law Firms, Oneida 
County shall pay up to an amount equal to 25% of the proceeds from successful resolution of all or 
part of the Litigation, whether through settlement or otherwise, plus the Law Firms’ costs and 
disbursements, to the Law Firms as compensation for the Law Firms’ efforts in the Litigation and any 
settlement; 
WHEREAS, the Law Firms anticipate making application to the national fee fund established in the 
Settlement Agreement seeking payment, in whole or part, of the fees, costs, and disbursements owed 
the Law Firms pursuant to the engagement agreement with the County; 
WHEREAS, it is anticipated the amount of any award from the fee fund established in the Settlement 
Agreements will be insufficient to satisfy Oneida County’s obligations under the engagement 
agreement with the Law Firms; 
WHEREAS, Oneida County, by this Resolution, and pursuant to the authority granted the County in 
the applicable Order emanating from the Litigation in relation to the Settlement Agreement and 
payment of attorney fees, shall authorize and direct the escrow agent responsible for the receipt and 
distribution of the proceeds from the Settlement Agreement to establish an account for the purpose of 
segregating funds to pay the fees, costs, and disbursements of the Law Firms owed by Oneida 
County (the “Attorney Fees Account”) in order to fund a local “backstop” for payment of the fees, 
costs, and disbursements of the Law Firms; 
WHEREAS, in no event shall payments to the Law Firms out of the Attorney Fees Account and the 
fee fund established in the Settlement Agreement exceed an amount equal to 25% of the amounts 
allocated to Oneida County by virtue of the Addendum Two (Exhibit A to the MOU);  
WHEREAS, the intent of this Resolution is to authorize Oneida County to enter into the Settlement 
Agreement, the Addendum Two, establish the County’s Opioid Abatement Account, and establish the 
Attorney Fees Account; and 
WHEREAS, Oneida County, by this Resolution, shall authorize Oneida County’s Corporation Counsel 
to finalize and execute any other document or agreement necessary to effectuate the Settlement 
Agreement and the other agreements referenced herein; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the County Board of Supervisors hereby approves: 
1. The execution of the Settlement Agreement and any and all documents ancillary thereto and 
authorizes Scott Holewinski, Board Chair, or his designee to execute same. 



  

 

2. The final negotiation and execution of Addendum Two in form substantially similar to that 
presented with this Resolution and any and all documents ancillary thereto and authorizes the Board 
Chair or designee to execute same upon finalization provided the percentage share identified as 
allocated to the County is substantially similar to that identified in the Addendum Two provided to the 
Board with this Resolution. 
3. The execution by the Scott Holewinski, Board Chair, or designee of any additional documents 
or agreements for the receipt and disbursement of the proceeds of the Settlement Agreement. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all proceeds from the Settlement Agreement not otherwise directed to 
the Attorney Fees Account shall be deposited in the County’s Opioid Abatement Account.  The Opioid 
Abatement Account shall be administered consistent with the terms of this Resolution, Wis. Stat. § 
165.12(4), and the Settlement Agreement. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Oneida County hereby authorizes the establishment of an account 
separate and distinct from any account containing funds allocated or allocable to the County which 
shall be referred to by Oneida County as the “Attorney Fees Account.”  An escrow agent shall deposit 
a sum equal to up to, but in no event exceeding, an amount equal to 20% of Oneida County’s 
proceeds from the Settlement Agreement into the Attorney Fees Account.  If the payments to Oneida 
County are not enough to fully fund the Attorney Fees Account as provided herein because such 
payments are made over time, the Attorney Fees Account shall be funded by placing up to, but in no 
event exceeding, an amount equal to 20% of the proceeds from the Settlement Agreement 
attributable to Local Governments (as that term is defined in the MOU) into the Attorney Fees 
Account for each payment.  Funds in the Attorney Fees Account shall be utilized to pay the fees, 
costs, and disbursements owed to the Law Firms pursuant to the engagement agreement between 
Oneida County and the Law Firms provided, however, the Law Firms shall receive no more than that 
to which they are entitled under their fee contract when considering the amounts paid the Law Firms 
from the fee fund established in the Settlement Agreement and allocable to Oneida County.  The Law 
Firms may make application for payment from the Attorney Fees Account at any time and the County 
shall cooperate with the Law Firms in executing any documents necessary for the escrow agent to 
make payments out of the Attorney Fees Account. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all actions heretofore taken by the Board of Supervisors and 
other appropriate public officers and agents of Oneida County with respect to the matters 
contemplated under this Resolution are hereby ratified, confirmed and approved. 
  
Offered and passage moved by: Billy Fried, Robb Jensen  
 
Discussion:  Fugle stated that this is part of the Opioid Settlement.  Fugle explained that the request 
from the attorneys doing the Opioid litigation is that this be approved by each of the counties and 
signed by mid-July.  Fugle reported that there is additional funding Oneida County will receive.  Fugle 
noted that for the funds to be received this needs to be accepted.  Fugle stated that our legal counsel 
representing Oneida County is recommending that the settlement be approved. 
Roll Call Vote on Resolution # 62 – 2024:  19 Aye; 2 Absent, Showalter, Fisher 
Resolution # 62 – 2024:  Adopted 
 
Resolution # 63 – 2024:  Offered by Supervisor Billy Fried to Provide Funding to Hire Outside 
Counsel to Review Matters Related to the Transition of the Human Service Center to the Oneida 
County Human Service Department and Following the December 31, 2024 Withdrawal of Forest, 
Oneida, and Vilas Counties from the Tri-County Human Services Board.  
Seconded by Harris. 
Resolution to Provide Funding to Hire Outside Counsel to Review All Personnel Matters 
Related to the Transition of the Human Service Center to and Following the December 31, 2024 
Withdrawal of Forest, Oneida, and Vilas Counties from the Tri-County Human Services Board  
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 



  

 

WHEREAS, Forest, Oneida and Vilas Counties have each passed a Resolution to withdraw from the 
Tri-County Human Service Board effective December 31, 2024; and, 
WHEREAS, many services offered by the Tri-County Human Service Board are statutorily required to 
continue thereafter; and,  
WHEREAS, the Counties, each and collectively, have a vested interest in retaining the necessary 
staff at the Human Service Center; and  
WHEREAS, the Counties, each and collectively, have a vested interest in ensuring that offers of 
employment and determination of salary and benefits comport with the applicable Wisconsin Statutes; 
and,  
WHEREAS, the Executive Committee has directed that this Resolution be brought to the County 
Board at the June 2024 meeting; and, 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Oneida shall allocate ten thousand dollars ($10,000) to hire 
Outside Counsel to Review All Personnel Matters Related to the Transition of the Human Service 
Center; and,  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the funding will be provided from the Human Service Center 
contingency budgeted by Oneida County; and, 

 
Offered and passage moved by:  Billy Fried, Diana Harris 
 
Discussion:  Fried stated that there are a lot of questions being asked of the Transition Committee in 
this process.  Fried stated that we want to make sure this process is done correctly.  Fried stated that 
initially recommendation was to hire outside counsel regarding the labor situation, this has expanded 
to contracts.  Fugle stated that there are questions regarding the retiree health account for insurance, 
HIPPA and medical records that the Human Service Center holds.  Fugle noted that at this time their 
office is short staffed as they are short a person.  Fugle stated that with reduced staffing levels in his 
office, it would be a benefit to hire a specialist for Counsel to take this on.  Discussion regarding how 
this would be paid for. 
Roll Call Vote on Resolution # 63 – 2024:  19 Aye; 2 Absent, Showalter, Fisher 
Resolution # 63 – 2024:  Adopted 
 
Resolution # 64 – 2024:  Offered by Supervisor Billy Fried to add Additional Position Titles and 
Employee Placement on Classification Plan Due to the Creation of the Oneida County Department of 
Human Services.  
Seconded by Cushing. 
Resolution to add additional position titles and employee placement on Classification plan 
due to the creation of the Oneida County Department of Human Services. 
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 
WHEREAS, Forest, Oneida and Vilas Counties have each passed a Resolution to withdraw from the 
Tri-County Human Service Board effective December 31, 2024; and 
WHEREAS, Resolution 53-2024 was approved by the County Board of Supervisors on May 21, 2024 
that created position titles and employee placement on the Classification Plan due to the creation of 
the Oneida County Department of Human Services, and 
WHEREAS, Oneida County has a vested interest in retaining current Tri-County Human Service 
Board staff to ensure services continue uninterrupted to the vulnerable members of our communities 
that rely on these services; and 
WHEREAS, the County Board was aware that there could be additional positions needed as the 
evaluation of the Oneida County Human Services Department continued. The Social Services 
Director has determined that two additional positions are needed as indicated on the attached. 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Oneida County will create the regular full time (2080 hours) 
positions needed to maintain services to residents of the three Counties (Forest, Oneida and Vilas) as 
indicated on the attached list; and 



  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Human Resources Director in consultation with the Social 
Services Director and Corporation Counsel may begin making offers of employment to current 
Human Service Center employees.  Employment with Oneida County to be effective January 1, 2025. 
Funding for positions will be requested as part of the 2025 budget.  No funding is being requested as 
part of this resolution. 
  
Offered and passage moved by: Billy Fried, Ted Cushing 
 
Discussion:  Rideout stated that these two position are currently vacant and after a review of the 
structure of the Human Service Center it was determined that they are critical positions.  
Roll Call Vote on Resolution # 64 – 2024:  19 Aye; 2 Absent, Showalter, Fisher 
Resolution # 64 – 2024:  Adopted 
 
Resolution # 65 – 2024:  Offered by Supervisor Billy Fried to Provide Funding to Hire a Consultant to 
Oversee the Close-Out of Fiscal Activity of the Human Service Center Leading to and Following the 
December 31, 2024 Withdrawal of Forest, Oneida and Vilas Counties from the Tri-County Human 
Services Board.  
Seconded by Hess. 
Resolution to Provide Funding to Hire a Consultant to Oversee the Close-Out of Fiscal Activity 
of The Human Service Center Leading To and Following the December 31, 2024 Withdrawal of 
Forest, Oneida, and Vilas Counties from the Tri-County Human Services Board  
Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Oneida County, Wisconsin: 
 
WHEREAS, Forest, Oneida and Vilas Counties have each passed a Resolution to withdraw from the 
Tri-County Human Service Board effective December 31, 2024; and, 
WHEREAS, many services offered by the Tri-County Human Service Board are statutorily required to 
continue thereafter; and,  
WHEREAS, the Counties, each and collectively, have a vested interest in safeguarding any and all 
Human Service Center assets and liabilities; and  
WHEREAS, the Counties, each and collectively, have a vested interest that all contractual and 
statutorily required audits, reports and submissions are complete accurately and timely; and,  
WHEREAS, the close-out of an institution with multi-million State and Federal funding reporting 
obligations; fifty (50) or more employee and benefit year-end statements and filings; and significant 
client and vendor relationships, and other fiscal matters which require the assistance of a 
consultant(s) to study, plan, and assist in the close out of The Human Service Center “books” leading 
up to and following December 31, 2024; and, 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Oneida shall allocate two hundred thousand dollars 
($200,000) to contract with a consultant(s) to assist with the fiscal close out as of December 31, 2024 
beginning in July, 2024 and concluding on or before April, 2025; and,  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Oneida County Finance Director in coordination with her 
counterparts in Forest County and Vilas County shall locate an appropriate consultant(s) and prepare 
a contract for services; and, 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the funding will be provided from the Human Service Center 
contingency budgeted by each county; and, 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Oneida County shall request that Forest and Vilas Counties share the 
cost of the consultant pursuant to the current cost-sharing formula. 
 
Offered and passage moved by:  Billy Fried, Dan Hess  
 
Discussion:   Smigielski stated that even if the Finance Director had not resigned, there is a need to 
do a closeout audit due to the Human Service Center ceasing to exist.  Smigielski explained that it 
should be an external party doing this closeout.  Smigielski noted that this person would get us to 



  

 

year end and make sure the closeout is done within regulations.  Smigielski explained that the 
funding is set aside for this by the three counties.  Smigielski stated that there are a couple of 
candidates and the three counties and directors would be meeting with this person regularly.  
Roll Call Vote on Resolution # 65 – 2024:  19 Aye; 2 Absent, Showalter, Fisher 
Resolution # 65 – 2024:  Adopted 

 
CLOSED SESSION: It is anticipated that a motion will be made, seconded and approved by roll call 
vote to enter into closed session pursuant to Section § 19.85(1) (e) Deliberating or negotiating the 
purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public 
business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session (Topic: Human 
Service Center and Koinonia Buildings). It is anticipated that the County Board will return to open 
session by roll call vote to consider the remainder of the meeting agenda.  

  
Announcement of action taken in closed session, or take action based on closed session (NOTE: If 
the announcement of action taken in closed session would compromise the need for the closed 
session, the action taken will not be announced. Any action taken in closed session may be 
announced when the need for the closed session has passed). 
 
Motion/Second: Jensen/Timmons to go into Closed Session at 10:11 a.m.   
Roll Call Vote:  19 Aye; 2 Absent, Showalter, Fisher 
 
Motion/Second:  Cushing/Fried to return to Open Session at 10:43 a.m.   
Roll Call Vote:  19 Aye; 2 Absent, Showalter, Fisher 
 
Announcement:  Chairman Holewinski stated that there was a motion to give direction to Buildings 
and Grounds Committee to bring back recommendations for the Koinonia Building and bring back to 
the August County Board.  This was unanimous, 19 Aye with 2 Absent. 

 
NEXT MEETING DATE AND TIME August 20th, 2024 @ 9:30 a.m. 

Unless a motion is made to change the starting time.  
 

ADJOURNMENT:  
Chairman Holewinski adjourned the meeting at 10:47 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


