
 

BOARD OF HEALTH COMMITTEE   

MEETING MINUTES  

August 13, 2024 
   

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chair Debbie Condado, Vice Chair Dan Hess, Billy 

Fried, Lenore Lopez, William Crump, Khrystyne Lindgren, Marcy Davies 
  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS EXCUSED:   
  

STAFF PRESENT:  Rebecca Wold, Robbie Deede, Kate Wilkie, Shelby Moore, Moriah 

Gross, Jennifer Karrin Farrenkopf, Jody McKinney and Joneil Tess 
  

OTHERS PRESENT: Dorothy Skye 
  
 

Call to order:  Vice Chair Hess called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. on the second 

floor of the Health & ADRC Building, 100 W. Keenan Street, Rhinelander, WI.  The 

meeting was posted in accordance with the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law and the facility 

is handicap accessible.  

  

Approval of agenda:  Motion by Fried/Lopez to approve today’s agenda with the order of 

items at the Chair’s discretion to move around.  All ayes; motion carried.  

 

Minutes of July 9, 2024:  Lopez requested amendment to add Billy Fried to the committee 

members present.  Motion by Fried/Crump to approve the July 9, 2024, Board of Health 

Committee minutes with the amendment as stated.  All ayes; motion carried. 

  

Public Comment/Communications:  None 

 

Introduction of Breastfeeding Peer Counselor: 

Kate Wilkie:  Wold introduced Wilkie as the breastfeeding peer counselor.   

Wilkie said she is excited to be in the position.  As a mom who did this journey 

alone, she looks forward to helping others with their journey.  Wilkie stated she 

started working at the health department the beginning of May. 

 

Staff Report – Shelby Moore:   

 

Tobacco:  Moore introduced herself as a Community Health Specialist and is the 

Northwoods Tobacco Coalition Coordinator.  Moore said the Northwood Tobacco 

Free Coalition (NWTFC) represents seven counties Florence, Forest, Lincoln, 

Oneida, Price, Vilas and Langlade.  Moore reviewed the goals for NWTFC which are 

to prevent tobacco use initiation, eliminate the exposure to secondhand smoke, 

advance health equity, and eliminate tobacco related inequities.  
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Moore review the highlights of work they have done in the community this past year.  

NWTFC collaborated with downtown Rhinelander in getting a ballot bin put up to 

keep the streets of Rhinelander free from cigarette butt litter, partnered with the 

YMCA of the Northwoods to create a teen lounge that offer a substance-free space 

for community youth, and participated in the Vilas County Youth Positive Alternative 

Conference. 

 

Staff Report – Moriah Gross:   

 

Wisconsin WINS: Gross introduced herself as a Community Health Specialist who 

works with the Wisconsin WINS program.  Gross talked about the federal T21 law 

which increased the legal purchasing age from 18 to 21 and how it pertains to 

Wisconsin law which has not changed.  

 

Gross stated the program recruits youth ages 16 - 17 to help complete compliance 

checks in seven different counties.  The youth go out to the field along with an adult 

to prevent sales of tobacco products to anyone younger than 18 years old. The WI 

WINS team visit anywhere tobacco products are sold.  Gross mentioned finding 

youth and scheduling checks has been challenging because kids are in sports 

and/or have jobs and it is not a paying position.  They can offer them community 

service hours and letters of recommendation.   

 

Staff Report – Jennifer Chiamulera:   

 

FACT:  Chiamulera said FACT is a youth tobacco prevention group that is part of the 

Wisconsin Tobacco Prevention and Control Program. Rhinelander FACT Group 

members from James William Middle School (JWMS) spread the truth about tobacco 

in their school and community.  Oneida County Health Department staff facilitate the 

FACT Group.    

 

Chiamulera reviewed the youth risk behavior survey which shows more youth are 

using substances before the age 13.  The FACT group worked on 19 Factivisms 

outreach activities.  FACT participated in the “Not So Scary Trail, hosted hangouts at 

the YMCA of the Northwoods, put together 100 wellness kits for “Break the Vape 

Stress Viral” and hosted an end of the year lemonade stand “hangout” school year 

featuring the groups’ tobacco prevention posters and activities like s’more and button 

making.   
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Out of State Staff Report – Reproductive Health (RH):   

 

PCCC:  Wold stated our Reproductive Health team went to an out of state training 

for Person-Centered Contraceptive Counseling (PCCC) in Denver, CO.     

 

Kroening introduced herself as a public health nurse and also introduced Stamper, 

who is the support staff for the Reproductive Health program at the health 

department.  Kroening reviewed the training held in Denver and stated this was an 8-

9 hour training.  There were 4 trainings all together, one as the in person training in 

Denver and the other three were online trainings.  The training focused on what the 

patient wants for contraception, listening to the patient and doing the best thing for 

them and not pushing it on them.   

 

Stamper stated patients have a choice of doing the survey electronically by scanning 

a QR code or doing a paper survey. Generally while they are scheduling the patient 

for their next appointment they are able to complete the survey.  Survey collection 

started on June 1 and continues through September 1, 2024. They only have to 

collect 50 surveys and right now they are at 41 completed surveys. RHNTC and 

UCSF will provide Oneida County Reproductive Health with quality indicators and a 

performance management report. Oneida County Reproductive Health was one out 

of twelve clinics chosen nationwide. 

   

Quarterly Report:   

 

Communicable Disease: Wold said this report looks quite a bit different.  Wold has 

been working with Cami Buchmann on the data which is still a work in progress.  

Wold reviewed communicable disease report.  Discussion followed. 

 

Strategic Planning:  Wold reported that the health department is currently working on a 

strategic plan in collaboration with Genesis Health Consulting. This effort involves 

engaging with the community and stakeholders to define the direction and goals of the 

plan. Wold highlighted the importance of understanding the department's strengths, 

weaknesses, opportunities, and threats, noting that public health often takes a leadership 

role within various coalitions. The team is focusing on determining the best approach to 

leadership and addressing challenges such as a lack of interest and funding constraints. 

 

Deede emphasized the need to clarify focus areas and future directions, especially in light 

of how perceptions of public health have changed before and after COVID-19. He 

discussed current funding levels and the complexities associated with detailed grant 

requirements. The post-COVID era has significantly altered the department's vision and 

mission, with greater public awareness of public health's role. 
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Wold mentioned that the input from partners has been integral in shaping guiding 

principles and identifying twelve key objectives to achieve over the next four years. Fried 

proposed exploring funding options to potentially hire a county nurse instead of relying on 

contracted services, and suggested increasing collaboration within county departments. 

Crump echoed the benefits of this collaborative approach, noting that it will address 

identified gaps and improve processes. Wold stressed the importance of aligning the 

strategic plan with other plans developed this year.  Deede said the plan is focused on 

validating and creating actionable steps to ensure progress. 

 

Roles & Responsibilities in the Public Health Emergency Plan: Board of Health:   

Deede mentioned that he reaches out to other agencies on an annual basis and has called 

attention to the importance of reviewing the rules and responsibilities. Deede briefly 

covered the responsibilities of the Board of Health (BOH). Hess recommended conducting 

a tabletop exercise at the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) to understand how 

everything functions. Deede said they are scheduled to do a drill, with plans for future 

tabletop exercises to walk through the plan and assess its effectiveness. This collaborative 

approach aims to bring everyone together to discuss and refine the plans, ensuring 

multiple access points for implementation. Deede said once the updates are completed, he 

will present them again to the BOH for final approval and sign-off. 

 

PFAS:  McKinney reached out to the DNR and provided the information she received back.  

McKinney reviewed the current offering to full-time residents 2.5 to 3.0 miles from the 

Town Hall and part-time residents from 1.0 to 3.0 from the Town Hall: 

 116 offer letters sent 

 35 second chance offer letters sent 

 17 letters sent to residents from 2.5 to 3.0 miles that paid for their testing & provided 

the results to the DNR.  There was an offer of:  resample or reimburse 

 69 kits picked-up 

 62 kits received at the laboratory 

 61 well sample results 

o 8 health advisory letters issued  

o 11 wells with PFAS detected below DHS recommended health guidelines 

o 42 wells with no PFAS detected 

 

Discussion followed.  Crump recommended to ask the DNR to come back to give an 

update since the last town hall meeting held about PFAS in the Town of Stella  

 

Public Health Vehicle: Ford Fusion:  Wold stated the last email Conlon received from 

Scott at Ewald for a quote on a Buick Envision was more than what it was expected to be.  
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 Joneil Tess  

Conlon has reached out regarding this and has not heard back.  Wold stated we will 

continue reach out to other dealers and will bring back to the committee.  

 

Out of State Travel Request:   

 

 Breanne Vos & Kate Wilkie: Baltimore, ME; 11/19/2024 - 11/21/2024 NWA Nutrition 

Education & Breastfeeding Conference 

 

Deede stated we have received some additional funding for WIC.  Deede explained this 

conference offers additional educational opportunities for breastfeeding education which 

we find ourselves in need of.  Deede said all of the funding for the conference will come 

out of WIC funds and has been approved by the state to use the funds for this conference.  

Discussion followed. 

 

Crump/Condado made a motion to get the agenda and send on to the executive 

committee. 

 

Vouchers, purchase orders, line item transfers and other fiscal matters:  Wold 

reviewed the 2024 board budget report and the invoices paid report.  Wold had no 

concerns on the revenue coming in and overall budget.  Hess notes presentation of the 

budget report and invoices paid report.   

 

Date and Agenda items for next meeting:  Tuesday, September 10, 2024 at 9am; 2025 

Budget; Annual Review- Public Health Director; Fusion 

 

Public comment/communications:  None 

 

 

 

_______________________________ ________________________________  

Committee Chair or Designee  Committee Secretary 


