FORESTRY, LAND, & RECREATION COMMITTEE
DATE: January 27, 2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m. County Board Room, 2" Floor, Court House, Rhinelander, WI

PRESENT: Committee Members: Almekinder, Schultz, Ives, Sorgel (via zoom)
Excused: Briggs
County Board Supervisors: Holewinski, Fried, Fisher
Forestry Staff: Nemec, Rady, Tischendorf

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Chair Almekinder called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. The meeting has been properly posted in
accordance with the procedures set forth by the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.

APPROVE CURRENT AGENDA WITH THE ORDER OF AGENDA ITEMS AT CHAIR'S DISCRETION
Motion by Ives to approve the agenda with the order of agenda items at Chair’s discretion. Second by Schultz.
All aye, motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Tom Ryden of Minocqua spoke on behalf of businesses in the county that could use the snowmobile trails to
be open despite the marginal snow conditions. He stated trail reports are not terrible from Vilas County.
Concerns of having to lay people off if trails do not open.

Kent Pitlik of Sugar Camp, owner of a resort, spoke in favor of opening the snowmobile trails to help out
businesses.

DISCUSS / APPROVE OPENING OF ONEIDA COUNTY SNOWMOBILE TRAILS

Almekinder explained that on Thursday, the snowmobile council initiated a vote to determine if Oneida County
snowmobile trails should open. Seven of ten votes are needed to open the trail system. When the votes were
finalized on Friday, it was a 6-4 vote in favor of opening the trail system so a public service announcement
was released announcing the trail system would remain closed.

This created a large number of phone calls to several county board supervisors which led to questions of
legality with open records and the authority of the council to keep the trails closed. This meeting was called to
discuss the potential opening of the trail system, but allowing clubs the ability to opt out if they felt their trails
were not safe.

Sorgel stated she talked with a friend that had been on the trail system in Eagle River and St. Germain with
mixed reviews. Some areas were good, some were not. She said even though the Vilas county trails are open,
they have their share of bad spots.

Discussion regarding the amount of snow needed to open trails, the legality of the snowmobile club vote and
the authority of the county over the snowmobile council and their by-laws and policies. Concerns for rider
safety if some clubs open their trails and others do not.

Motion by Almekinder to open the trails, but give each of the clubs the option to opt out. Second by Ives.
Discussion regarding when the public service announcement would go out and when trails would open in
relation to the 48 hour notification to snowmobile clubs. Additionally Nemec emphasized we need to work in
conjunction with the snowmobile clubs to open the trails.

Supervisor Fried and Chair Holewinski spoke in support of the motion.

Roll call vote: Schultz — no; Almekinder — aye; Ives — aye; Sorgel — aye. Motion carried: 3 ayes — 1 no.



ADJOURNMENT
With business completed, Chair Almekinder adjourned the meeting at 1:25 p.m.
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