FORESTRY, LAND, & RECREATION COMMITTEE
DATE: May 13, 2025
TIME: 8:00 a.m. County Board Room, 2" Floor, Court House, Rhinelander, W1
PRESENT: Committee Members: Almekinder, Sorgel, Schultz, lves, Briggs
Forestry Staff: Nemec, Rady, Tischendorf, Truitt
WDNR: Curt Rollman, Kristina Wells RASTA: Guy Hansen
CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Chair Almekinder called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. The meeting has been properly posted in
accordance with the procedures set forth by the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.

APPROVE CURRENT AGENDA WITH THE ORDER OF AGENDA ITEMS AT CHAIR'S DISCRETION
Motion by Schultz to approve the agenda with the order of agenda items at Chair’s discretion. Second by Briggs.
All aye, motion carried.

APPROVE MINUTES
Motion by Sorgel to approve the minutes of the April 8, 2025 meeting. Second by Briggs. All aye, motion
carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Tom Jerow spoke in support of Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Funding citing the purchase of Gillette-Wickham
recreational area as an example.

FOREST MANAGEMENT
YTD Stumpage Report - Rady reported April stumpage of $12,738.60, bringing the YTD stumpage to
$273,811.60. Currently have two active jobs.

Award Spring Timber Sale Bids — Rady stated we sold five of eight tracts offered for an estimated revenue of
$184,814.00. Minimum bid for tracts sold was $134,260.50 Recommends awarding sales to high bidders.

High Bids Received: Tract 1-25 Pumpkinhead Hwd Kleinschmidt Logging $59,565.00
Tract 2-25 Afterthought Aspen  Kleinschmidt Logging $27,658.50
Tract 3-35 Alligator Lake Hwd Kleinschmidt Logging $25,255.00
Tract 5-25 Village Hardwood No Bids Received
Tract 6-25 Silly Spruce No Bids Received
Tract 8-25 Scrape Line Aspen Roberts Logging $76,860.00
Tract 9-25 Stone Cold Hwd Bid Pulled
Tract 20-24  Hurry Hardwood Kleinschmidt Logging $ 6,472.50

Motion by Briggs to award Tract 1-25 Pumpkinhead Hwd to Kleinschmidt Logging for $59,565.00. Second by
Sorgel. All aye, motion carried.

Motion by Briggs to award Tracts 2-25, 3-25, 8-25 and 20-24 to the high bidders. Second by Sorgel. All aye,
motion carried.

Wells, WDNR joined the meeting at 8:10 a.m.
WDNR REPORTS

DNR Liaison — Wells stated April consisted of transitioning from managing County forest to State forest. The
month of May has been full on fire staffing.

DNR Wildlife Biologist — Rollman provided an update on the County Deer Advisory Council (CDAC) meeting
regarding antlerless permit recommendations. Wolf trapping to collar wolves for population modeling is in
progress. Whitetails Unlimited provided $2,000 to help fund mowing of wildlife openings this year.

1



FRIENDS OF TOWNLINE LAKE PARK (FTLLP) UPDATE
No update at this time.

DISCUSS / APPROVE RESOLUTION SUPPORTING KNOWLES-NELSON FUNDING

Nemec explained there was resolution back in 2019 that the Forestry Committee voted to pass on to County
Board in support of Knowles-Nelson Stewardship funding. Knowles-Nelson is a funding source for public land
acquisition; however, it also funds many recreational development projects.

The program is currently funded through June 2026 and the state legislation will be determining whether to
continue funding. Land & Water Conservation came to Nemec inquiring about language for the resolution,
which resulted in proposing a joint resolution with the Forestry Committee.

Motion by Ives to approve the resolution and forward to County Board as consent agenda. Second by Schultz.
All aye, motion carried.

DISCUSS / APPROVE NOTICE FOR BIDS — SHINGLE MILL ROAD GRAVELING

Truitt stated this is the second phase to improve a portion of Shinglemill Road. Last year the department hired
Bowen'’s Bus Service for some culvert replacements and would now like to add graveling and grading for 2.1
miles between Bass Lake and South Exit Roads.

Motion by Sorgel to approve the notice for bids for Shingle Mill graveling. Second by Ives. All aye, motion
carried.

REVIEW / APPROVE FORESTRY DEPARTMENT 2024 ANNUAL REPOT

Nemec went over the report highlights: Paul Fiene’s retirement / Nemec joining the County; underwent 3
party forest certification audit; a snowmobile season without snow; and despite a depressed timber market,
the County brought in $1.74 million in stumpage revenue.

Motion by Sorgel to approve the Forestry Department 2024 Annual Report and forward on to County Board.
Second by Briggs. All aye, motion carried.

INVOICES PAID REPORT
The committee received the list of invoices paid in April 2025.

Vouchers for the month totaled $7,418.41 including $2,822.50 for professional services for the Gilmore Creek
snowmobile project and waterway permits for two ATV grant projects.

Informational only.

DEPARTMENT BUDGET REVIEW (BUDGET / ACTUAL REPORT)
The committee was provided a copy of the department’s year to date budget for review.

Informational only.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Tom Jerow thanked the committee for their support of the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Funding.

Guy Hansen, RASTA, stated Knowles-Nelson Stewardship funds were used for the majority of the facilities
(Perch Lake Shelter, restrooms, parking lot, etc.) at Perch Lake Park.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/MEETINGS

Next meeting — June 10, 2025

Award Shingle Mill Graveling Bid

Memorial Policy Update

Cell Tower Lease Agreement — Town of Little Rice
Winter ATV Trails Update




ADJOURNMENT
With business completed, Chair Alimekinder adjourned the meeting at 8:29 a.m.

ROBERT ALMEKINDER TANYA TISCHENDORF
COMMITTEE CHAIR COMMITTEE SECRETARY



