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FORESTRY, LAND, & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 
DATE:  July 9, 2024 
 
TIME: 8:00 a.m. County Board Room, 2nd Floor, Court House, Rhinelander, WI 
  
PRESENT: Committee Members:  Almekinder, Briggs, Schultz, Ives, Sorgel  
 Forestry Staff: Nemec, Rady, Truitt, Tischendorf  
 WDNR:  Kristina Wells, Curt Rollman  WCFA:  Rebekah Luedtke 
 RASTA: Guy Hansen 
    
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Chair Almekinder called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. The meeting has been properly posted in 
accordance with the procedures set forth by the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.  
 
APPROVE CURRENT AGENDA WITH THE ORDER OF AGENDA ITEMS AT CHAIR’S DISCRETION 
Motion by Briggs to approve the agenda with the order of agenda items at Chair’s discretion.  Second by Sorgel. 
All aye, motion carried.  
 
APPROVE MINUTES 
Motion by Schultz to approve the minutes of June 11, 2024 meeting. Second by Briggs. All aye, motion carried.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None at this time. 
 
FOREST MANAGEMENT  
YTD Timber Stumpage Report – Rady reported June stumpage of $286,636.23, bringing the year-to-date total 
to $649,729.87. June’s numbers continue to show a significant increase of the 5-year average in part, due to 
wood harvested in the spring, but not hauled until later. Currently have a few active jobs. 
 
WCFA Presentation – Rebekah Luedtke – Re-scheduled to August 13, 2024 Forestry Committee meeting. 
 
WDNR Reports 
DNR Liaison – Wells introduced herself, spoke in regards to her role and partnership with the County and 
provided the Committee with a handout showing the time standards status (labor hours) that DNR personnel 
gives to the county in addition to county related goals. 
 
DNR Wildlife Biologist – Rollman provided an update on the maintenance/mowing of wildlife grass opening in 
the Town of Little Rice encompassing 24.5 acres and 5.2 miles of hunter/hiking trails. Notice for bids was sent 
out and should be awarded by the end of the month. 
 
DISCUSS / APPROVE SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY GRANT APPLICATION – INDIAN VILLAGE GROUSE 
MANAGEMENT AREA 
Truitt outlined a proposed grouse management area within the Lynne/Little Rice area. Looking to break up a 
large aspen stand creating high quality grouse habitat. To improve the road access for both timber sales within 
the area and the proposed grouse management area, the department wishes to submit a sustainable forestry 
grant to fund the project. 
 
Motion by Briggs to approve the grant application and submittal to the state. Second by Schultz. All aye, 
motion carried. 
 
DISCUSS / APPROVE CONTRACTING SERVICES FOR COUNTY FOREST ROAD GRAVELING 
Truitt gave background information regarding the county forest road maintenance and the need for culvert 
replacement and gravel/grading. The department budgeted funds from the roads account for outside 
contracting services to help with maintenance. Truitt will be meeting with a contractor to get an estimate for 
some culvert replacement and graveling.  
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Motion by Sorgel to move forward with a notice for bids pending the estimate of the contractor meeting. Second 
by Ives. All aye, motion carried. 
 
FRIENDS OF TOWNLINE LAKE PARK (FTLLP) UPDATE 
Tischendorf spoke on behalf of Tracy Beckman as she was on vacation and unable to attend the meeting. 
Music in the Bowl event is planned for Sunday, September 22, 2024. Truitt also stated the concrete slab is 
scheduled for later in the week for the memorial bench that was previously approved. 
 
INVOICES PAID REPORT 
The committee was provided a list of the invoices paid in June 2024.  
 
Vouchers for the month totaled $9,541.53 including $1,865.00 for grant-funded expenses. Retiree health 
insurance of $2,111 and galvanized boardwalk pans for the Almon Park nature trail of $2,844 were the larger 
expenses incurred for the month. 
 
Informational only. 
 
DEPARTMENT BUDGET REVIEW (BUDGET / ACTUAL REPORT) 
The committee was provided a copy of the department’s year to date budget for review. One account is 
currently showing over budget by $52. Funds will be re-distributed to eliminate the overage. 
 
Informational only. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Ardin Wiitala of Wiitala & Vozka Logging spoke in reference to a letter he received from the Forestry Director, 
dated July 1, 2024. 

 
CLOSED SESSION 
It is anticipated that the committee may meet in closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes, Sec. 19.85 
(1)(g) conferring with legal counsel concerning strategy to be adopted by the governmental body with respect 
to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved. A roll call vote will be taken to go into closed session. 
(Topics – Approve Closed Meeting Minutes from November 14, 2023 and Wiitala & Vozka Logging Timber 
Sale #1808) AND it is anticipated that the Committee will return to open session by roll call vote to consider 
the remainder of the meeting agenda. 
 
The committee will return to open session any may ratify any matter(s) discussed in closed session. 
 
Motion by Sorgel to go into closed session at 8:46 a.m. Second by Briggs. Roll call vote:  All aye. 
 
Motion to return to open session at 9:48 a.m. Roll call vote:  All aye. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT:  Almekinder announced the committee directed staff to discuss and work with Wiitala & 
Vozka to resolve the issues and report back to the committee.  
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/MEETINGS 

• Next meeting – August 13, 2024 
• 2025 CIP Projects & LTE Staffing Request 
• WCFA Presentation & Fall Meeting Attendance 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
With business completed, Chair Almekinder adjourned the meeting at 9:50 a.m. 
 
 
 
 ___________________________  _____________________________ 
ROBERT ALMEKINDER   TANYA TISCHENDORF 
COMMITTEE CHAIR    COMMITTEE SECRETARY 


