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FORESTRY, LAND, & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 
DATE:  November 12, 2024 
 
TIME: 8:00 a.m. Committee Room #2, 2nd Floor, Court House, Rhinelander, WI 
  
PRESENT: Committee Members:  Almekinder, Briggs, Schultz, Sorgel 
 Excused :  Ives 
 Forestry Staff: Nemec, Rady, Tischendorf  
 WDNR:  Kristina Wells  
     
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Chair Almekinder called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m. The meeting has been properly posted in 
accordance with the procedures set forth by the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.  
 
APPROVE CURRENT AGENDA WITH THE ORDER OF AGENDA ITEMS AT CHAIR’S DISCRETION 
Motion by Sorgel to approve the agenda with the order of agenda items at Chair’s discretion.  Second by Briggs. 
All aye, motion carried.  
 
APPROVE MINUTES 
Motion by Sorgel to approve the minutes of the October 8, 2024 meeting. Second by Schultz. All aye, motion 
carried.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None at this time. 
 
FOREST MANAGEMENT  
YTD Timber Stumpage Report – Rady reported October stumpage of $161,312.04, bringing the year-to-date 
total to $1,024,251.71. Currently have seven active jobs. 
 
Award November Timber Sale Contracts – Rady stated we sold six of seven tracts offered for an estimated 
revenue of $449,653.10. Minimum bid for tracts sold was $288,197.50. Rady recommends awarding contracts 
to high bidders. 
 
High bids received: Tract 15-24 Kelly Konifer  Bell Timber, Inc.  $  69,140.60 
   Tract 16-24 Wimpy Winter Hwd County Forest Products $  81,585.00 
   Tract 18-24 Forever Aspen  CTO Logging, LLC  $  96,045.00 
   Tract 19-24 Quick Pine  MH Forestry   $  28,992.50 
   Tract 20-24 Hurry Hardwood No Bids Received 
   Tract 21-24 Velvet Aspen  Wiitala & Vozka Logging $161,330.00 
   Tract 18-23 South Shore Hwd MH Forestry   $  12,560.00 
 
Motion by Sorgel to award timber sales to the high bidders. Second by Briggs. All aye motion, carried. 
 
FRIENDS OF TOWNLINE LAKE PARK (FTLLP) UPDATE 
Tischendorf summarized the updates provided by FTLLP including Music in the Bowl fundraiser made over 
$14,000, the organization is holding their final board meeting of 2024, and upcoming plans for 2025. 
 
DISCUSS / AUTHORIZE LEASE NEGOTIATIONS FOR PROPOSED CELL TOWER IN THE TOWN OF 
LITTLE RICE 
Nemec informed the committee that the withdrawal of 1.74 acres was approved and recorded with the Register 
of Deeds. Next steps include authorization from the committee to begin negotiations for the cell tower lease. 
 
John Sweeney, Oneida County consultant, provided background and upcoming plans to the committee 
regarding the proposed cell tower. 
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Motion by Sorgel to confer with Corporation Counsel on the cell tower lease on behalf of the county. Second 
by Briggs. All aye, motion carried. 
 
WDNR REPORTS 
DNR Liaison – Wells stated October was busy with fire staffing and the WDNR is now working on some 
marking for upcoming sales. The scheduled marking camp for late October was quite successful despite 
challenges with staffing. The Rhinelander ranger position has been filled and will begin December 5th and 
continue to help out in her current role as the Vilas County Liaison. Plan to finish up the access of John’s 
Memorial Drive. 
 
DNR Wildlife Biologist – Rollman unable to attend the meeting. Contracted mowing of wildlife openings and 
hunter/hiking trails in the Town of Little Rice is complete. 
 
DISCUSS / APPROVE PUBLIC COMMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE FORESTRY DEPARTMENT FO RTHE 
ONEIDA COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
Nemec discussed some concerns with the current draft of the Oneida County Comprehensive Plan, Chapter 
2 as the language may be construed as contradictory for future county land purchases. 
 
Per Almekinder, the language was updated based on the discussion / comments received at the Planning & 
Zoning meeting. 
 
INVOICES PAID REPORT 
The committee received the list of invoices paid in October 2024.  
 
Vouchers for the month totaled $75,630.55 including $67,228.73 for grant-funded expenses including $64,740 
for the snowmobile trails maintenance advance for the 2024-2025 season. Larger expenses included $2,111 
for retiree health insurance, $2,100 for tree marking paint, and $1,025 for gasoline. 
 
Informational only. 
 
DEPARTMENT BUDGET REVIEW (BUDGET / ACTUAL REPORT) 
The committee was provided a copy of the department’s year to date budget for review. A few line item 
accounts are currently showing over budget. Funds will be re-distributed from other line items to eliminate the 
overage. 
 
Informational only. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None at this time. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/MEETINGS 

• Next meeting – December 10, 2024 
• RASTA 2025 Trail Maintenance Agreement 
• 2025 Forestry Work Plan & Resolution 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
With business completed, Chair Almekinder adjourned the meeting at 8:36 a.m. 
 
 
 
 ___________________________  _____________________________ 
ROBERT ALMEKINDER   TANYA TISCHENDORF 
COMMITTEE CHAIR    COMMITTEE SECRETARY 


