
 

 

MEETING OF THE ONEIDA COUNTY HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 
 

HELD ON 02/18/2025 AT 12:30 P.M. AT THE ONEIDA COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT, 730 

WEST KEMP STREET, RHINELANDER, WI 
 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  HEGEMAN/COORDINATOR, COOPER/SECRETARY, 

RASMUSSEN/WISDOT BOTS, BAIER/WISDOT, KEMNITZ/WISDOT, 

GAUTHIER/RHINELANDER PD, ENGLAND/NICOLET COLLEGE, WESTPHAL/WIS 

STATE PATROL, KELLER/ONEIDA COUNTY SHERRIF’S DEPT, 

McELDOWNEY/LEGAL, JENSEN/CITIZEN 
 

 

The following matters were taken up to wit:    
 

1. Hegeman called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.  It was noted the meeting was properly posted and the media 

notified.   

 

2. Motion:  Gauthier/McEldowney to approve the agenda.  All ayes.  

 

3. Motion:  Rasmussen/Jensen to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  All ayes. 

 

4. Discussed budgetary items.  Cooper mentioned that if anyone has any ideas for this year to send an email to her.  

She explained that we still have quite a few vests and blinking lights remaining from last year. 

 

5. Oneida County/State Crash History and Data.  Statewide, through February 16th there have been 60 fatalities to 

date, compared to 39 in 2024.    Yearly totals for Oneida County, 8 fatalities in 7 crashes in 2024 compared to 7 

fatalities in 6 crashes in 2023.  788 total crashes reported in Oneida County in 2024 compared to 877 in 2023.  

Driver impaired crashes were down 33% compared to 2023, and speed related crashes down 21%.  Work Zone 

involved crashes down 60%, Pedestrian involved crashes down 70% and motorcycle involved crashes down 55%.    

4th Quarter of 2024 Oneida County had 3 crashes with 3 fatalities.  Discussed DOSCI (Driver Orientated Screening 

for Cognitive Impairment) and can be downloaded on an IPhone.  A tool for Law Enforcement to help determine 

if a driver is impaired.  Discussed the Safe Roads Challenge that can reward teens for driving safe and responsible 

through the mobile gaming application TrypScore.  2025 Drug Recognition Expert Training in April and October 

of next year.   Governor’s Conference on Highway Safety scheduled August 19-20th at the Kalahari in Wisconsin 

Dells.  Proposed Legislative Changes: Make bodily harm to a community service officer a Class H Felony; Vehicle 

impoundment for 90 days for certain offenses; Increase penalty for injuring of causing the death of a K9. Tony 

Kemnitz, WisDOT Engineer, was present to do an Overview of USH 51 corridor from USH 8 north to County D 

in Hazelhurst.  Study included crash history and traffic volume.  Locations with significant crash trends may be 

entered as a standalone HSIP improvement project.  The intersection of USH 51 and CTH K was identified and 

is moving forward with a HSIP project set for reconstruction in 2027 

 

6. Community Maps Update: Community Maps still has virtual office hours every second Monday of the month 

from 12 – 1 p.m.  Also added, under the TSC Resources tab is the TSC Toolkit with all new videos to help all 

Traffic Safety Commission members. Anyone looking for additional crash date can contact 

CrashDataAnalysis@dot.wi.gov. 

 

7. Baier updated the committee upcoming WisDOT projects.  

 2025 - USH 51 from Minocqua to Woodruff 

 2025 – Tree clearing for future construction projects 

 2025 – Bridge replacement for Town of Minocqua on Camp Nine Road – includes Federal funding and 

WisDOT is administering it. 

 2026 - USH 8 from STH 47 bridge near roundabout to STH 17. 

 

 



 

 

8. Hegeman discussed county construction 

 

 2025 - CTH “L” Bridge replacement on north end – includes Federal funding and WisDOT is 

administering it.  

 2025 - CTH “L” construction from Lincoln County line to USH 51 – includes Federal funding and 

WisDOT is administering it. 

 2025 - CTH “Q” from Bass Lake Road to Roothouse Road. 

 2025 – CTH “G” from CTH “Q” east to “Q” west and from CTH “B” to CTH “Q”. 

 Received a Safety Grant 90/10 for CTH “H” which includes minor road improvements like tree cutting, 

shoulder widening, striping, etc. 

     

9. No Public Comments  

 

10. Future meeting dates; May 20th, August 19th, and November 18th, 2025   

 

11. Meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     _____________________            ________________         ____________________________________ 

             Committee Chairperson             Committee Vice-Chairperson 


