
 
MEETING OF THE ONEIDA COUNTY HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 
 
HELD ON 05/21/2024 AT 12:30 P.M. AT THE ONEIDA COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT, 730 
WEST KEMP STREET, RHINELANDER, WI 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  HEGEMAN/COORDINATOR, KIRBY/CHAIRMAN, 
COOPER/SECRETARY, OLIG/WISDOT BOTS, BAIER/WISDOT, ENGLAND/NICOLET 
COLLEGE, McELDOWNEY/LEGAL  

 
 
The following matters were taken up to wit:    
 
1. Kirby called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.  It was noted the meeting was properly posted and the media 

notified.   
 
2. Motion:  Olig/McEldowney to approve the agenda.  All ayes.  
 
3. Motion:  Olig/McEldowney to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  All ayes. 

 
4. Discussed a request from the Town of Schoepke and the Pelican Lake Campground to have blinking solar lights 

installed on County Q at the crossing between the campground and the lake.  Possibly a solar push button, so it 
isn’t flashing continuously, all year long.  Busy time is usually Memorial Day to Labor Day.  Someone on a bike 
was hit last year by a motorist in a hit & run.  Hegeman said the county does not have money in our budget for 
something like that.  Olig suggested having the Highway Dept permit it, and have the town and campground pay 
for it.  Motion:  Olig/England to endorse having the push button blinking lights installed, with the costs going to 
the town and/or the campground.  All ayes. 
 

5. Discussed budgetary items.  Kirby mentioned that the Recreation Rodeo was a big hit for Rhinelander 3rd graders.  
Lots of volunteers this year.  Cooper said we had many people stopping in for vests.  The remaining blinking 
lights are near the vests, so people are taking those also.  Kirby is still planning on attending the Governor’s 
Conference in Wisconsin Dells, and there is $400 set aside to cover his costs. 
 

6. Oneida County/State Crash History and Data. Yearly totals for Oneida County –  1 fatality (USH 51 and just north 
of Live Trap in Hazelhurst) compared to 3 this same time last year.  Crashes to date – 199 compared to 238 this 
same time last year. Statewide there have been 10 fatalities in the last 10 days; 5 of which were motorcyclist.  Year 
to date fatalities at 162, compared to 177 this same time last year.  High crash locations in Oneida County include 
USH 51 near STH 47 in Woodruff, USH 51 near Evergreen Cemetery in Woodruff, Courtney Street in 
Rhinelander, and Lincoln Street in Rhinelander.  Governor’s Conference is scheduled for August 19-21st.  Click 
It or Ticket is going on now.  Speed Awareness Day is July 31st.  Wisconsin Motorcycle Training summit is June 
7th – p9th in Pewaukee.   Legislative updates: Proposal – Stopping for Pedestrians.  Stop completely until 
pedestrian is on the curb on the opposite side of the road.  Signed into Law, Act 154 increased penalties for failing 
to stop for busses.  ACT 160 30 minutes of work zone safety added to Drivers Education classes.  ACT 167 Traffic 
Control Light Preemption allowed for snow plow drivers.  ACT 226 increase penalties for fleeing and officer.  
ACT 227 increase officer training reimbursements.  ACT 253 to charge a requester a fee for the costs of redacting 
documents in response to a public records request.  Discussed Trypscore.  https://trypscore.com/safety-
partners/.  Viewed 100 Safety Days Promotional Video. 
 

7. Community Maps Update: Now has a Training & Help tab with helpful training videos, users guides, and technical 
documentations.  Also, you can now set preferences in your menu so you don’t have to constantly pick say, 
‘Oneida County’ or other tabs, and it will come up every time you log in.  Community Maps User Group Meeting 
is scheduled for May 29 at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom.  Must register in advance at 
https://uwmadison.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0rd-iqpjsjHdaHnIqfayuqX_y5sUXLM_U- 

 
 
 
 

https://trypscore.com/safety-partners/
https://trypscore.com/safety-partners/


 
8. Baier updated the committee on the state construction projects for 2024   

• USH 51 just south of the Minocqua bridge 
• STH 17 bypass finishing punch list from last years project 
• STH 17 from where they left off last year, near Menards north of Rhinelander, to Polyanna Road 
• USH 8 from STH 17 to CTH P, CTH P will be used as a detour – England, volunteer for the Pelican Fire 

Dept, had major concerns about the Fire Dept not being able to exit their station when the detour is going 
on.  It was suggested that he call the WisDOT project engineer with his concerns. 

• USH 32 culvert replacement by Whitefish Lake 
 
9. Hegeman discussed county construction for 2024 

• CTH “K” from Nursery Road west to CTH “N”  2-1/2 miles – culvert replacement is complete 
• CTH “N” from CTH “K” to Washburn Lake Road 3.67 miles 
• CTH “L” culvert replacements ahead of 2025 construction  
• CTH “G” culvert replacements ahead of 2025 construction- in progress 

     
10. Public Comments.  It was mentioned that nearly half of motorcycle fatalities in Wisconsin are motorcycle riders 

that are not licensed or endorsed to ride.   England mentioned that it would be helpful if prosecutors and/or judges 
would make them take the motorcycle safety class at Nicolet College or a WisDOT approved training facility, 
receive the proper endorsement, and possibly receive deferred prosecution for an offense related to motorcycle 
licensing.  If someone receives a ticket for failure to yield, or have received too many demerit points due to traffic 
violations, they should consequently have to take the Traffic Safety Point Reduction course at Nicolet.  
 
It was noted that this was Olig’s last meeting as he is retiring.  The committee thanked him for his many years of 
service and congratulated him on his retirement. 
 

11. Future meeting dates; August 22nd, NEW DATE and November 19th, 2024   
 

12. Motion:  England/McEldowney to adjourn at 1:35 p.m.    All ayes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     _____________________            ________________         ____________________________________ 
             Committee Chairperson             Committee Vice-Chairperson 
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