
 

 

MEETING OF THE ONEIDA COUNTY HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 
 

HELD ON 08/21/20025 AT 12:30 P.M. AT THE ONEIDA COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT, 730 
WEST KEMP STREET, RHINELANDER, WI 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: KIRBY/CHAIRMAN, HEGEMAN/COORDINATOR, 
COOPER/SECRETARY, RASMUSSEN/WISDOT BOTS, GAUTHIER/RHINELANDER PD, 
ENGLAND/NICOLET COLLEGE, KELLER/ONEIDA COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPT, 
JENSEN/CITIZEN 

 
 

The following matters were taken up to wit:    
 
1. Kirby called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.  It was noted the meeting was properly posted and the media 

notified.   
 
2. Motion:  England/Gauthier to approve the agenda.  All ayes.  
 
3. Motion:  England/Jensen to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  All ayes. 

 
4. Discussed budgetary items.  Cooper mentioned that Kirby was able to get outside funding to attend the Governor’s 

Conference in Wisconsin Dells this past week so there was over $400 available yet to spend in 2025 after 
purchasing the lighted/alarm key chains.  After emailing the committee members, it was agreed to purchase more 
reflective walking vests with the budget leftover.  Cooper and Kirby did a spot on Channel 12 and many walk-ins 
have come in to get vests.  Cooper asked for suggestions on how to distribute the keychains since it was felt that 
they were not suitable for children because of the loud alarm.  The committee agreed it would be good to have the 
college hand out to students at orientation on Monday and possibly give some to the YMCA to hand out to adult 
walkers, bikers, and hikers.     
 

5. Discussed sweeping of Town/County intersections.  Hegeman said he has received calls about gravel at town 
intersections.  He said that would be the towns’ responsibility.  The town chairman said they sweep a few times a 
year, but don’t have the resources or the funding to do it more frequently.   

 
6. Oneida County/State Crash History and Data.  Statewide, through August 17th there have been 344 fatalities to 

date, compared to 335 this same time last year.   Oneida County has 490 crashes and 6 fatalities to date.  Discussed 
the three most recent fatalities.  USH 51 and Timber Ridge in Minocqua, County K near USH 51 in Nokomis, and 
Eisenhower Pkwy at Lincoln Street in Rhinelander.  Oneida County has had 490 total crashes to date resulting in 
6 fatalities.  Notably, in Oneida County, serious injury crashes are down 57%, pedestrian crashes are up 50% and 
work zone crashes are up 50%, compared to the three year average.  Discussed wrong way driving on divided 
highways and freeways, and the efforts being made to prevent them.  Starting last June, Wisconsin residents have 
the option to put an emergency contact on their driving record.  Discussed the Law Enforcement Phlebotomy 
Program and what has been done so far.   
 

7. Community Maps Update: In Community Maps you have the option to select ‘Display Heat May Layer’, ‘Display 
Location Markers’, and/or ‘Group Location Markers into Clusters’. There are still virtual office hours every 
second Monday of the month from 12 – 1 p.m. if you have questions.  Training videos have been added.  
Legislative updates are also available on Community Maps. Anyone looking for additional crash data can contact 
CrashDataAnalysis@dot.wi.gov. 

 
8. Hegeman updated the committee upcoming WisDOT projects.  

 2025 - USH 51 from Minocqua to Woodruff, curb & gutter done.  Contractor shut down mid-June.  
Remaining construction will begin in September.   

 2025 – Bridge replacement for Town of Minocqua on Camp Nine Road is done.  Included Federal Disaster 
funding. 



 

 

 
 
9. Hegeman discussed county construction 
 

 2025 - CTH “L” Bridge replacement on north end on schedule – includes Federal funding and WisDOT 
is administering it.  Include complete road closure.  Should be open before fall ride.  

 2025 - CTH “L” construction from Lincoln County line to USH 51 – includes Federal funding and 
WisDOT is administering it.  Will begin after fall ride. 

 2025 - CTH “Q” from Bass Lake Road to CTH “G”, CTH “Q” from Roothouse Road to CTH “G”, and 
CTH “G” from CTH “B” to CTH “Q” west, all in progress. 

     
10. No Public Comments:   
 
11. Future meeting dates; moved to Thursday, November 20th, 2025   

 
12. Meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     _____________________            ________________         ____________________________________ 
             Committee Chairperson             Committee Vice-Chairperson 


