
 

 

MEETING OF THE ONEIDA COUNTY HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 
 

HELD ON 08/22/2024 AT 12:30 P.M. AT THE ONEIDA COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT, 730 
WEST KEMP STREET, RHINELANDER, WI 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  KIRBY/CHAIRMAN, COOPER/SECRETARY, 
RASMUSSEN/WISDOT BOTS, BAIER/WISDOT, GAUTHIER/RHINELANDER POLICE 
DEPT  

 
 

The following matters were taken up to wit:    
 
1. Kirby called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.  It was noted the meeting was properly posted and the media 

notified.   
 
2. Motion:  Gauthier/Cooper to approve the agenda.  All ayes.  
 
3. Motion:  Gauthier/Kirby to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  All ayes. 
 
4. Discussed budgetary items.  Cooper explained to Rasmussen the different items the committee had purchased to 

help walker, biker, and hikers be seen with reflective items to be worn.  Kirby went to the Governor’s Conference 
in Wisconsin Dells but did not stay overnight.  Will be reimbursed for mileage to and from conference.  After 
mileage reimbursement there will be approximately $190 left in budget.  Cooper will look into either purchasing 
more vest or more blinking lights. 
 

5. Oneida County/State Crash History and Data. Yearly totals for Oneida County, 6 fatalities (bicyclist hit and killed 
on USH 51 in Minocqua 2 days prior).  Statewide crashes to date – 281 compared to 324 this same time last year. 
Year to date fatalities at 326, compared to 351 this same time last year.  April to June statewide crash data verses 
3 year average: Overall crashes down slightly, 65+ drivers involved in accidents up slightly, impaired drivers 
down significantly, and teen drivers involved up significantly.  Discussed WisDOT Proven Safety 
Countermeasures and recent updates to supports usage on the state highway system.  Governor’s Conference 
Traffic Safety was August 19-21 and was attended by Kevin Kirby.  Kirby drove there and back as there were no 
rooms available.  He will be reimbursed for his mileage. 19-21st.   Legislative updates: Proposal – Right to confront 
lab technicians who test blood/DNA.  Still being worked out by courts.   
 

6. Community Maps Update: Community Maps now has virtual office hours every second Monday of the month 
from 12 – 1 p.m.   

 
7. Baier updated the committee on the state construction projects for 2024   

 USH 51 just south of the Minocqua bridge completed – Commissioner expressed his concern with the 
design and the low manholes that are in the wheel tracks that will create pothole complaints.  Also, there 
are drainage issues at the intersection with Country Club Road that will cause serious issues with 
refreezing and melting of rain and snow across the road. 

 STH 17 bypass complete 
 STH 17 from where they left off last year, near Menards north of Rhinelander, to Polyanna Road paving 

complete.  Shoulders, striping, and punch list to finish. 
 USH 8 from STH 17 to CTH P, CTH P is being used as a detour – Road expected to be back open to 

traffic in mid-September.     
 USH 32 culvert replacement by Whitefish Lake scheduled to start after Labor Day and will detour through 

Monico. 
 
8. Cooper discussed county construction for 2024 

 CTH “N” from CTH “K” to Washburn Lake Road 3.67 miles is done except for fixing up washouts on 
new shoulders and installing asphalt flumes  



 

 

 CTH “G” is being pulverized today with paving next week.  Shouldering scheduled for mid-September. 
 CTH “K” has been pulverized and paving should start next week.  Shouldering scheduled for mid-

September. 
     

9. No Public Comments.   
 
10. Future meeting dates; November 19th, 2024   

 
11. Motion:  Cooper/Gauthier to adjourn at 1:50 p.m.    All ayes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     _____________________            ________________         ____________________________________ 
             Committee Chairperson             Committee Vice-Chairperson 


