
 

 

MEETING OF THE ONEIDA COUNTY HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 
 

HELD ON 11/19/2024 AT 12:30 P.M. AT THE ONEIDA COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT, 730 

WEST KEMP STREET, RHINELANDER, WI 
 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  KIRBY/CHAIRMAN, HEGEMAN/COORDINATOR, 

COOPER/SECRETARY, RASMUSSEN/WISDOT BOTS, BAIER/WISDOT, 

ENGLAND/NICOLET COLLEGE, GREIBERG/WIS STATE PATROL, 

McELDOWNEY/LEGAL, JENSEN/CITIZEN 
 

 

The following matters were taken up to wit:    
 

1. Kirby called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.  It was noted the meeting was properly posted and the media 

notified.   

 

2. Motion:  Jensen/McEldowney to approve the agenda.  All ayes.  

 

3. Motion:  Kirby/England to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  All ayes. 

 

4. Discussed Highway Department winter maintenance protocol. England wanted to know how the Highway 

Department handles issues like icy bridges after there was an accident over the Pelican River.  Hegeman explained 

that bridge icing is almost impossible to predict and can vary significantly from one end of the county to the other.  

The department’s budget has not increased in several years and they cannot afford to have the patrolman driving 

around all day checking their roads when it is going to be 50 degrees outside.  In the winter, the department has a 

night shift employee that drives the roads to make sure there are no issues.  If there is, he will call the patrolman 

in to take care of their beats.  He began his new shift this week.  WisDOT State guidelines require coverage from 

4 am to 10 pm.   

 

5. Discussed budgetary items.  Cooper explained we still have quite a few vests left because additional vests were 

purchased with funds left over.  A suggestion was made to send a flyer to the Oneida County tourism locations 

for them to display.  Jensen suggested also sending to the Town Clerks so they can display it at the town halls.  

Cooper said she would take care of that.  Cooper asked the members to email her if they have any ideas for next 

year. 

 

6. Oneida County/State Crash History and Data.  Thru November 17th: Yearly totals for Oneida County, 6 fatalities 

to date.  July through September, crashes involving impaired drivers were down 26% compare to the three year 

average, but crashes involving distracted drivers were up 20%.  Fatalities were up 200%.  Three compared to one 

for the three year average.  Crashes involving bicyclists up 500%; Six this year compared to the average one per 

year.  Statewide crashes to date – 439 compared to 459 this same time last year. Year to date fatalities at 500, 

compared to 501 this same time last year.  2025 Drug Recognition Expert Training in April and October of next 

year.  Traffic Incident Management (TIM) Responder Training Program discussed.  Electric vehicle fires 

becoming a major concern for first responders. Legislative update: Right to confront lab tech who tested blood, 

DNA/Impaired.    

 

7. Community Maps Update: Community Maps now has virtual office hours every second Monday of the month 

from 12 – 1 p.m.  Anyone looking for additional crash date can contact CrashDataAnalysis@dot.wi.gov. 

 

8. Baier updated the committee that all the 2024 projects are completed.  

 2025 - USH 51 from Minocqua to Woodruff 

 2025 – Tree clearing for future construction projects 

 2025 – Bridge replacement for Town of Minocqua on Camp Nine Road – includes Federal funding and 

WisDOT is administering it. 



 

 

 2026 - USH 8 from STH 47 bridge near roundabout to STH 17 public informational meeting this evening.  

Construction will include adding two roundabouts. 

 

 

9. Hegeman discussed county construction 

 

 2025 - CTH “L” Bridge replacement on north end – includes Federal funding and WisDOT is 

administering it.  

 2025 - CTH “L” construction from Lincoln County line to USH 51 – includes Federal funding and 

WisDOT is administering it. 

 2025 - CTH “Q” from Bass Lake Road to Roothouse Road. 

 2025 – CTH “G” from CTH “Q” east to “Q” west and from CTH “B” to CTH “Q”. 

 Received a Safety Grant 90/10 for CTH “H” which includes minor road improvements like tree cutting, 

shoulder widening, striping, etc. 

     

10. Public Comments.  England asked if the street lights at USH 8 and CTH P were going to be put back in now that 

the construction is done.  Baier said he did not know but England can check with the town because they are the 

ones who are usually responsible for street lights.  

 

11. Future meeting dates; February 18th, 2025   

 

12. Motion:  Cooper/Jensen to adjourn at 1:25 p.m.    All ayes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     _____________________            ________________         ____________________________________ 

             Committee Chairperson             Committee Vice-Chairperson 


